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MEANINGLISS BABBLE FROM THE CHAIR 
Well, the past two months have been busy ones, with the 
preparations for and attending NoreasCon. The con was well 


attended with GTters ard I hope that some of you had the chance 
to meet sSome.or the more remote members of APA@TECH. I was 


a. 


(* 


glad toa be able to taik to some of you in person instead of in 
print ( although I seem to talk to quite a few of you when 
deadline time runs around.) I wish that there had been more 
time but when 20 people are flocked around our huekster table 
it is hard to take tire out te chat. 

Itm glad to say that APAeTECH is finally coming to you off 
of disk (after I retyped the TABLE OF CONTENTS format and the 
mailing list -- argh!) I haven't had time yet to write a 
welling labels program and Alex doesn't have e Pascal that's 
configured for his system ( I refuse to program in Pasie 
anyirnore!} Now I can retrieve files much faster than from 
cassette. I can get a directory listing without running the 
entire tape, as I used to and disk is simply e much easier and 
neater system to work with. I ar also using Wordstar as a Text 
Editor which is why the 555 Times is right justified. It has 
its advantages. and disadvantages (but I won't bore you with 
details. You. can hear. the whole tirade if you ask me 
privately.) Dontt.be fooled, however. This won't mean thet 
you'l3 get A-T any faster; this just makes it essier for me. 
(No, no, put down those torches!)- 

NOTES: Remember thet on the anniversary of your joining 
Ae-T you are not given a greeting card; you are charged $1 dues. 
Keep those accounts current ( I'm also writing an accounts 
receivable program). ; 

Greg, don’t blame me for your not receiving Incorrect 
Thovghts #1. Although I request that people send me extra 
copies of their postmailings it doesn't always happen. In fact 
this is an unusual policy for apas ( I just like the extra 
copies of the apa to be complete.) You are responsible for 
wmeiiing your own postmailings out and insuring that every 
member receives one (unless you make a deal with me i.e. having 
me distribute to Chicago members.) So blame Marty, not your 
fastidious GTR. 

How many times do I have to tell you guys to make = sure 
that you have at least 35 copies of your zines! Five people 
were one page short and Valli was two pares short. Folks, it 
is mwuch easier for you to check the number of copies of your 
pages than it is for me to count 100 pages times 35 for you. 

I still need covers, 

Thanks for offering to he guest GTP's. The next step, if 
you are serious ( you certainly don't know what you gre retting 
yourselves into) is to ask for an issue. Then we esn work the 
arrangements out, ; 

I?m mailing the Chicago disties via UPS now. If anyone 
else wants their apas mailed UPS, please let me know. It?s 
faster and more gentile but costs at least £1.25. As soon as 
the mailings start costing that much in postage USPO then you 
should consider it. 

Yartually no one voted on Dick's proposal (that the 
official deadline be thew first of the month and the unofficial 
deadline be 10 days after that, see AeT #& for the complete 
preposal) se I'll offer it up again for a vote. If I don’t get 
a quorum of 2/3 the membership voting then f'711 drop it. 
Please vote on your letters to me, not in your apazine, If you 
veted this issue then please vote again. 


Another time I ask you: please tell me on your letters 
that you have enelosed checks or notes or whatever. So many 
times I discover checks only when I open the envelop to reuse 
it for mailing A-T. It's your money and if I don't see it/ 
can't find it then your account doesn’t get creditted. ( 
Another reminder from Strident press.) é 


On a much lighter note (about 15,000 Hz) I'd like to 
propose that Issue #11, the February A-T be on spaceships. 
You can treat it as a serious topic for discussion or as a 
farce. You can do it graphically or musically ( although I'd 
like to see someone accomplish thet.) Or you can disregard it. 
I hope you won't. 


The IT°S NOT MY FAULT DEPARTMENT or DUF TO SOFTWARE FAILURE I 
WAS UNABLE TO RRING YOU A-T A WEEK AGO (€ and since he did the 
work he might as well tell you about it): Renee has become 
hoplessly addicted to the disk system and refused to utilize 
the existing taped based fannish output drivers, forcing Alex 
A. Ellingsen, an overworked software genius, to produce a new 
bidirectional fannish driver with mwultiestrike capabilities for 


the disk. 


TILL APA@TECH #10, 


GTB 


S PACECOM NEW ¥ ORK 
Pubbed by Via Oz Press, GPO Box 1241, Metropolis NY, USA 10116 
‘Robert Osband, Publisher Cable: Spacecom 212-569-5459 


This first attempt at a Fanzine is being produced for APA-Tech 
of General Technics, and APA-NYU of the NYU Science Fiction Society. 
Various other friends and aquaintences will also recieve a copy, more 
for my ego than any other reason. Primarily, I'm trying to get the 
following paper Spread around to describe my concept that the 
telephone call set-up channel in the new Bell System switching system, 
can be used for data packet switching, which the Bell System is trying 
desprately to impliment. I shouldn't be giving away a solution to a 
sticky problem the Bell System has, but I haven't got a big enough 
name yet to sell it to them for what it's worth. 


Telenet and Tymenet are data networks which use packet switching, 
a very efficient form of utilizing data communications circuits for 
high-speed data transmission. The problem with them is that they do 
not go everywhere. It is very expensive to go into Podunk for the town 
Dentist who wants to uSe a timesharing computer in Des Moines. The 
Telephone network already goes there, however, and by clever re-use of 
the switching network data paths, the Bell can make a tidy profit on 
otherwise unused transmission time. 


Most of you who read this, and know of my Background know that 
I'm not that interested in Bell's profits, but I am interested an 
service to Bell's customers at low cost. This low cost alternative to 
access to the proposed ACS, or Advanced Communications System, will 
also mean low speed, since the data messages will have lower priority 
than call set-up messages. It will be a cheap way to impliment, 
though, tor those small users who would not want to go the big bucks 
for a link into the ACS Backbone Network which would be dedicated ACS 
circuits between large cities. 


Common Channel Interoffice Signalling 
The Future of Voice Switching, or Digital Communications? 
(C} 1980 by Robert Osband 


Communications Analyst 
Republic National Bank of New York 


Common Channel Interoffice Signalling, or CCIS, is the signalling 
system of the Ekighties. It will allow the Bell System to have greater 
control over its network resources, and possibly set the stage for the 
highly touted Advanced Communications Service, ACS. 


CCIS is a system by which signals for controlling telephone calls 
are passed over a common dedicated data circuit or channel. For 
example, if a fifty pair cable went between New York and Chicago, Pair 
number 50 could be used to transmitt all the information needed to 
Switch calls on the 49 other pairs. If a New Yorker were to place a 
call to Los Angeles, the toll switcher in New York might send a 
message down pair 50 to Chicago saying "Take my pair 24, and send it 
to 213-555-2368." The Chicago machine would then get on its 50 pair 
cable to LA and on pair number 50, tell the LA machine, "take my pair 
35, and connect me to 555-2368." (see Figure 1) LA might then send a 
mesSage back on pair 50 saying that 555-2368 was busy now. Chicago 
would send this message down its pair 50 to New York, and, rather than 
tie up a voice path to Los Angeles with a busy signal (as is done 
now), the caller would get a locally generated busy signal in New 
York. It will also be possible in the future to then tell the computer 


(by keying in touch-toned instructions) “when my party in LA hangs up, 
call me back." 


Busy Signals, and other signals are a big problem to the Bell 
System, as they tie up trunks that could be generating revenue. Busy 
Signals do not generate revenue, but do tie up a voice circuit. 
international busy signals are becoming a problem where International 
Direct Distance Dialing is allowing busy signals to be carried over 
longer distances, at higher cost. This is one reason the Bell System 
would like to see CCIS , in its CCITT counterpart Signalling System 6, 
replace the present tone signalling system. 


In the case of nation wide call-ins, calls all trying to reach 
the same number could jam the national network. To alleviate this 
problem, the bell System is instituting 900 service, which will be 
under CC1S control. 900 Service will not allow rerouting of calls. It 
will either place a call down the primary calling route, or, if busy, 
give a reorder or other signal of non-availability. This type of 
service will be for national telethons, and Dial-It services, such as 
Dial-A-Joke. One of the first services expected by some observers to 
be uSing the Dial-It capability of 900 service, is the Dow Jones 
Report, which gets a large number of callers from outside the New York 
City calling area where it is based. 


On a recent visit to Bell Labs, a fellow from Holmdel was 
relating the kinds of services that will be available over CCIS, and 
the kinds of control the CCIS switching computers will have over the 
Bell network. 


In the first example given, a regional airlines was based in 
Atlanta GA. Calls to the Airlines 800 number were routed via computer 
control through the CCIS common data channel. The call set up message 
would go through the data channel, and be picked off by a routing 
computer. Part of the call set-up data message includes the calling 
area code and number. A call from New York, for example, would be 
picked off on its way to Atlanta, and switched to the airlines 
regional reservations office in Philadelphia. A call from Chicago to 
the same nation-wide 800 number could be sent to a different 
reservations center in St Louis. A call from California could be given 
a busy signal, since, in this example, the airline doesn't fly there, 
and does not want to accept calls from the coast. These call rerout- 
ings can all take place within split seconds from the completion of 
dialing the number, due to the speed of the call switching computers. 


In a second example, a stranded motorist could be given one 
national 800 number for his/her Auto Club. When stranded on the 
highway anywhere in the country, the motorist couid call the 800 
number, and his/her call would be automatically rerouted to the 
nearest Auto Club service center. The location of the service center 
the caller would be connected to would be determined by the area code 
and exchange the motorist called from. 


The third example given in the Bell Labs seminar was the example 
of a trucking company that wanted to keep track of its truck ship- 
ments. A trucking company in California had a trucker on the East 
Coast running a load back to LA. The trucker would pull off the Inter- 
State into a truck stop, and dial an 800 number from wherever s/he 
was. The call would be routed to a computer that would first ask the 
trucker to enter his/her PIN, or Personal Identification Number. The 
computer would look up the PIN, and see if the dispatcher in Calif- 
ornia had called the computer recently, and programmed it to set up a 
voice call to the dispatcher when the trucker called in next. If the 
"“call-me" flag had not been set on the trucker's PIN, the computer 
would ask the trucker if s/he wanted to speak to the dispatcher. The 
trucker would dial in his/her response, which in most cases would be 
"no". At this point, the computer and trucker would hang up, and the 
computer would ship a message to the trucking company's printer with 
the name of the trucker (based on his/her PIN), the location the 
trucker called from (based on area code and exchange of the calling 
pay phone), the date and time the trucker called in (because it is a 
computer, after all, and is programmed to keep track of such things), 
all without setting up the most basic of Bell System services, the 
voice telephone call. This data message would go down the common 
channel data path to the trucking company. 


The implications of the bell System carrying non-voice traffic of 
this kind is important for the future of Telecommunications in this 
country. Bell is trying to set up a data communications network called 


ACS, or Advanced Communications Service, which will be a data commun- 
ications network as far flung as the telephone network is today. Yet, 
the bell System of the future will have the capability to provide 
these data services along side traditional voice communications. Since 
this data channel concept of telephone switching will be as ubiquitus 
as telephone service itself, Bell will seem to still hold its supreme 
position as Commiunications Carrier to the World, since it will be 
undesirable for the Specialized Common Carriers, such as MCI or 
Southern Pacific, to want to carry their services to the rural areas 
where Bell's monopoly is unencumbered by compitition. 


It may be that the ACS will not use CCIS channels over the 
Backbone Routes, such as between large cities where dedicated ACS 
circuits would be economically feasable, but if rural areas are 
willing to accept slower network response times for lower cost, the 
CC1S channel may very well be utilized for carrying ACS data traffic 
during the breaks between voice call setups. If Bell can generate 
revenue by utilizing common channel circuit time that would otherwise 
be wasted, there is no reason, in this age of deregulation, why they 
will not take advantage of this unique situation. 


with CCIS set to be installed in all major switching centers by 
about 1985, the Data Network of The Future, may not be as far as some 
forcasters think. If the Bell System moves as rapidly into the 
regulated data transmission arena (competing with the likes of Telenet 
and tTymenet), as they are trying to move in the unregulated data 
terminal arena, there may be some new surprises in store for data 
communications managers when these services fall out of a clear blue 
sky. 
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TRANSPORTER TOPICS 


by 
R. E. Smith 
922 Belvoir Dr. 
Frankfort, Ky. 40691 
KA4PUC 


Last issue, by the way, was #6. Also, my first name is Rod. It feels 
strange to read mailing comments addressed to 'R. E. Smith.'! 


Here's an idea: How about a GT theme song? Maybe "Frankenstein"? (Wait, 
wait, I was only kidding! Put down that blaster!) Seriously, what about "Sparks", 
by the Who? 


ESOTERIC STUFF 

Actually, HomoSapiens Neanderthalis and Homo Sapiens Sapiens (us) are 
more alike than was first thought. The first skulls found were deformed, the best - 
one being from an old, arthritic individual. While there is a gradual developement 
from the time of their first appearance, about a million years ago, the transition 
to Cro Magnon was very sudden, enough to assign our sub-species to a seperate 
branch, 

This whole mess started with daydreams, with me trying to correllate 
some of the disparate facts I have stored up over the years. (What's that old 
saw about idle hands?) Later, when I decided to try my hand at writing, it seem- 
ed wasteful to let this marvelous background go unused. My basic concept is that 
every widespread, persistent legend or myth has some basis in fact. Take the 
legend of Phaethon and the sun chariot. Have you ever wondered why every major 
solid body in the solar system has one face distinctly different from the other? 
Larry Niven used this in Inconstant Moon, explaining the difference as having 
been caused by enourmos solar flares. If such a flare (obviously a small one) 
took place a few thousand years ago, it could have been explained by saying that 
the sun had been brought too close to the earth by an inexperienced charioteer, 
Say, maybe I can use an induced flare to get rid of the chouds, instead of the 
moon, 


Now for some more background. The Neanderthal culture was very conserv- 
ative, so that, even several centuries after being established, the colonies 
still looked upon earth as their cultural and political center. Also, once earth 
was taken care of, the enemy could deal with the colonies using the same tailored 
virus. Those few worlds which escaped notice contineud to be populated by the 
Andys, but the rest either converted to a Cro Magnon-type human or died out. 
Of course, when earth makes contact with one of the Andy worlds they don't realise 
that they are still carying the virus. This leads to some very tense political 
situations, as you can probably imagine. | 


One of the first pieces of evidence, by the way, is the fact tnat 
many of the worlds explored when the FTL drive is invented have terrestrial life 
forms, many of which are extinct on earth. 


Contrary to at least cne opinion out there, the Andies did. rise to a 
technological civilization all by themselves, as did their heirs. What's more, 
it took an enourmos effort by a superior enemy to destroy their culture. Their 
successors, though less sure in thier course, have advanced faster, and show 
every sign of being even more tenacious. In fact, the point is often made that 
humans are their own worst enemy. 


Agreed, a decrease in albedo would cool a planet, but water vapor and 
CO, tend to trap Ik, effectively increasing the absorption in that range. That is 
the classical greenhouse effect. a 


Oey, 
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As for the lack of indications of a previous civilization, well, a 
hundred thousand years is a long time. Also, as previously stated, the Andies 
were a conservative culture, and kinder to their environment than we are, Finally, 
all major evidence was destroyed by the enemy, either through sheer vindictive- 
ness, or for some other reason. 


As for the ageing thing, one of the te{)ne(}ts of Imortalist theory is 
that oxidation is one of the primary causes of ageing, and ozone is one of the 
- worst culprits found in nature. To explain the extreme ages mentioned in the 
folklore of various cult'res, I tried to use something mentioned in one of them 
( the sea above) to explain this. Carp placed in ozone-free tanks do not even 
mature completely, although they can still reproduce. If someone else can explain 
what happened to the ozone I'll be very grateful. 


Finally, as Jamie Hanrahan pointed out, the enemy does make alot of 
mistakes, partly because of its nature and partly because of something else. This 
‘something else' is what the characters are searching for in order to prepare for 
the next cycle. 


GIDI 

There are at least three types of peoplewho may have high Glow in the 
Dark Indexes: Charismatics, Anticharismatics, and Neutrals. Charismatics are 
admired and appreciated, while antis are loathed and hated ( an example of this 
might be certain commedians ). Neutrals are simply people who attract attention 
without a personal commitment. They make good lecturors (?).Admittedly, there is 
a great deal of subjectivity to this. Hitler was a charismatic to his followers, 
and an anticharismatic to every one else, Without a three axis system , though, 
simply saying that someone has a high GIDI doesn't tell it all. Personally, I'm 
around a three, on the neutral axis. 


LANGUAGE 
In The Dolphin, Cousin To Man, the author tells of an interestinf ex- 
periment. Two dolphins were trained independently to push a button when a light 
glowed to earn a reward, They were then both put in the same tank, with a visual 
barrier between them. One had the light, and the other the button. When the light 
came on, there was a moments hesitation, then the second dolphin pushed the button. 


MAILING COMMENTS 

Ruffa House: Have you ever heard of Wilson's law? "Coincidence is the 
rule, rather than the exception." How about Cheak"s law? "Some days you're the 
bird, and some daya you're the windshield," 

In IASFM recently there was an article on interstellar drives. In it 
the author stated that the velocity of a Bussard Ramjet was the same an the velocity 
of its exhaust, to wit: 12% speol. Well, maybe he's wrong or maybe we'll just 
learn to be more patient. 


Lost in the Darkspace: Donna, there are many kinds of love, as well as 
many degrees. These range from a true, deep affectionfor someone to a constant 
craving for potato chips. Even psychologists divide love into agape and erotic. 

It is important to know not only how much you love 
someone, but in what way. Net trying te offeradyices just meting 

an observation about love in genera ° 
I Got Those =- uh - (Forget it!): If you can find that 
cookware, Rolf, let me know, I have been known to break 
a spoon dipping gravy. There are times when I am convinced 
that some people emit a chronological field that causes 


“Charlie, ou‘re fast toe 


easy going)” ) 
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items to deteriorate at an advanced rate, as in that Star Blazers episode. 


I took that IQ test directly from the 4-Sigma Society after seeing 


their add in the Iguanacon program book. Did pretty well, too, except in the 
math section. 


Gordon: Does a paper drill drill paper or is it made from it? Or is it 
something to do with litter, like policing the area? 


Manchild in the Fast Lane: Keith, I have driven everything from garden 
tractors to farm trucks to farm tractors since I was a pre-teen, and I still 
have occaisional problemswith a clutch. As you get better the errors get smaller 
and fewer, but even professional race drivers can strip a transmission, By the 


way, I have Martin Caidin's novelization of The Final Countdown, but haven't read 
it yet. 


THE COLONIZATION QUESTION 

Admittedly, building habitats and developing the planet at liesure 
is probably the best all-round solution. But if you are going to do that, why 
bother leaving your home system. By the time we are ready for interstellar col- 
onization, habitats will seem like old hat. If we ever do develop practical 
interstellar (IS) travel, you can bet that there will be people who will colonise 
wolrds by the old-fashioned method.of all at once. The habitat method may be used, 
but some people will insist on starting from scratch on a new planet, in a new 
ecosystem. This in not a matter of right or wrong so much as a matter of pref- 
erence, 

The planetary method will attract the more adventurous, just as colo- 
nizing America (or, later, the midwest and west) did. No matter how well a habitat 
mimics its prototype, some people will insist that it isn't "real". Please note 
that this is not my opinion. I, for one, prefer convienience. 

There are many Survivorist (?) groups and individuals , people who 
quit their jobs and go live in the country, raising their own food and making 
their own clothes, tools, and etc. They find this much more rewarding than working 
at a typical 9-5 job, mainly because they can see the fruit of their labors. The 
rewards of effort are quickly realised and solidly real. As an experienced camper, 
I can speak with some authority on the attraction this has. 

This, then, is he type of person who be our colonist. Self-reliant, 
skilled of hands, talented of mind, and dissatisfied with he standard way of 
life. 

(Say, maybe I'll send this in to Analogue as a guest editorial! ) 


NOREASCON 

Those of you who missed Mike Jitlov's presentation at Noreascon will 
probably be hearing about it for quite some time. At the end of the two hour 
showing he got a double standing ovation. By this I mean that people were standing 
in their chairs applauding. The material itself was great, but Mike's narration 
made it something special. 

Speaking of Noreascon, was there actually a GT 
party held? Several of us waited for about 20 minutes outside 
the room where it was supposed to be held, but the occupant 
never showed. That first night was as close as I got. Oh, 
well, it was nice seeing those of you who were at the meeting, 
or who I ran into around the con, and I should see a lot more 
of you at Windycon. (This may even be out by then.) 


An res num ber ae pare? again C purges POF 


23 te have te leary te te lk More or less # 
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CROSS-COUNTRY t1OBIE 


Lost in the Darkness #2 
written by Donna Struwe 2545 Winone Chicego, Il. 60625 (312)275=3428 


é Hmmm... that’s interesting. I thought e@ postmailing wes 
supposed to arrive efter tne Apa. Yet I heve 2 alreedy, and there’s 
still no sign of Apeefech. (And speaking of postenelilings...C*mon, 
* Martyewhere's IT#1? And will I ever get to read 1t7?) 


Well, about a month hes passed between this pererreaph end the 
last. I've heen kind of busy letely with school agein, and I’ve 
gotten but of the hebit of writing my zine immediately after vetting 
my apa. Hopefully though, 1°11 still meke the desdline. (Im 
giving myself 2 weeks from first draft (little scrapes here and 
thereetotally umorgenized) to sending it to Reneeethet’s less than 
I usually allow, but I work best under pressure) 


Things ere going pretty wood. I've votten beck into the 
routine of school, end I've straightened myself out somewhat by 
making eae few decisions. First, I've decided to move out of ny 
house in @ year. Mainly because I don't like my parents* restrice 
tions, end they've elways seid thet if I didn*t like living here, 
I should leave. (I have my doubts as to how much they nean that, 
but I intend to take them et their word.) After that I nad to 
decide exactly where I would nove to. For me the choice wes 
obviouseKalemezoo. There are lots of reesons for that. First 
and foremost, is to be with Tullio. Next is the feeling that I°*m 
taking responsibility of my own life. jot to mention #11 the cons 
I'd be atle to go to. This also means not roing on to college-or 
at leest not now. I mey co efter a year when I'1] be established 
es e resident and it will be lots cheaper. Hy ACT scores are 
ealreedy being sent to Western Fichigen, go they'll still heve then 
by the time I decide to go. And I con*t sve eny reel problems in 
being eccepted-my scores and grades should he high cnourh. 


It must be time for matling comnents. ».80-evcryonewezoscant 


Bill L. If you*re thiniing of using ditto, I mizht be able to get 

you free copies. I cosy mine at school, hut the mechine 
isn't tne sreatest, which is why I only use one side. Put if you'd 
lize, I cen try to cory yours tod. 


Greg I completely agrec with you on the subject of ellipses. 

-In my own writings they are often quite useful. Besides, 
I still like the wey Welli writes her con revcrts. (Even thouch 
she nesn't been usine then letely.) 


GoT.Be hy officiel vote followseeyes (thourzh I would prefer the 
“ grece period to be shorteremaybe 3 to 4 deys.) 


Devid L. Thanks for the words of encouragement (re Tullio) I cere 
far too much for hin to let other people's opinions get 

ne down for very long. And I seem to be running into less resistencee 

some even seem to believe it just alight work out between Tullio and 

me (some otner than the tro of us that is) I believe that things 

always work out in the end. And so shell this.. 


oa 


And tne esoscen SENET AGEAs sb eek Coeneeee asset esas seee cht DAS Pok 
Rod taterestivg strep. Other then that RALBUC. 


Rolf Sorry to esr ebout vour unvelcome visiter.e Re yr ct 

G.T.B.-soe oneesidid corvies are not her fault (mine, — 
for instence) I wie only one side heceause I cen't make it retde 
able if it's on both sides. The ditto mechine IT use {en’t the 
mreetest, but the orice cen't he beete-free. 


Gordon Glad te heer things ere soine so well for you, Conerets 
on fen Goo at AmberCon. Hope thines keep Lloolkine une 


Bill Ro ‘Re yr of me-the key word you used wes edults. Sone 

people feel (from the sapreseion I get enyway) thet I 
definitly don’t fit inte that catagorye In meny wervs that’s trae, 
mut et the seme tire, I*d sort of lixe to go out and test my wines, 
And you can®t do trat without teking that first jump. f mey fall 
flat on my faceebut then azaineI mney soar higher than I thournt 
possible. (I'd lixe to believe in thre latter) 


Bill d. Thank you much for expleining"Fnord" I hed once asked 

Linda to explein it, enc she seid she hed no idea what 
4t wes from "but asy, Himginse-he'll know" I just never got eround 
to esxing you. Ful, omee again, thenxe 


Douz Re jr .t.me-) woen't trying to be defensive {at least 
not ecisctemly) It was just thet I wes gettine what 
I felt wex too moh stsic about my life end relationshirs. No, 4t 
wasn’t in ApaeT-chn, but to respond, by writing it down, I was more 
asuare of vhet 1 wes sexing, I didn't meen thet everyone should 
bus --f, inst thet if your telling me “for my own z00d* do soebut 
ari’t be too ;urprésed if I don't chenve my feelings or ections. 
try to lesri from my mistekes, but IJ neve to believe it wes 4 
misteke before I cen do eny Leerning about what to evoid next time 
@round, ight nor, 1 don't feel that I’m making mistakeseat Least 
not in rervrards to ‘Tullio. But trenks for cerins., 


Gretenen You asked how you*re dcing=-I'd sey guite weil. Better 

then i waa br my sceond issue. I think I*n finally 
vetting the hens of thia trough. And I%» even setting them done 
on time and everything! And 1° a procrastinetor a lot less then 
I used to be. This nas given me some forn of selfedinipline if 
nothing else. 


Keith See, I svelled it rigat this time. Thanks evain for 

remembering me end sending the aift. And it wes especiale 
ly nice to get the letter with it. Found eny other velour fens yete 
*ceuse if you heven't, Veliit (I'm sure) end I, as well as others 
Will ewceit your triunmphel return. It'll he good to sce you et “indy 
Con. (In ell your velour splendor!) 


Well, once erain it®s time to stor tnis foolishuvss and wet 
back to work. (Actually, more often than not, work i much more 
foolish then writing a zine.) Put, at any rate, It ts getting 
denzecrously close to deadline time, so, I hepe to ses you all at 
Wind yCon. 


Till neat time 2 | Seisk 


Horrid Guotidian Agque 


Being withal a zine for APA-TECH 9? from Jon Singer, 
momentarily residing at 


3590 Arthur Ct #1 
Boulder CQO g0302 


303 449 1945 (home?) 
449 O800 or O801 (work) 


My address should shortly change to: 


9116 Williams Fork Trail #110 
Gunbarrel CO 80301 


with a new phone number at home; but nothing is real; so 
don’t bet on it. The loan company is taking its bloody time 
about telling me whether I get the martgage or not... 


DISCLAIMER: This zine does not represent an attempt to join 
this APA!!! I don’t have tine. You dan’t have room. I just 
wanted to say hi. anyway, so HI THERE! 


MC upon APA-TECH &: 


DD LEVINE: “...d0es ‘Techies have no sex’ mean ‘Techies 
have no gender’ or ‘Techies get no sex’? The 
distinction is small but significant. " 


I tend to disagree with your statement that the distinction 
is small...other than that, I can tell you that if the mean- 
ing intended was ‘Techies get no sex’, the statement is in- 
correct...somehow, though. I suspect that that’s neither 
here nor there. 

In regard to The Source: they are in a hell of a lot 
of trouble right now. If I were you, I would take a hard 
look at MicroNet instead. No charge for storage, and it’s 
$5 an hour even if you use it during prime time. 


DONNA STRUWE: I used to have a shrink who maintained that 
there was no difference between laving some— 
one a whole lot and ‘being In Love’. I am 
not at all sure, though: that I feel that 

way. I will say this: if you believe in it, it‘s true. There 

isn’t much more that can be said. It doesn’t matter what any 

af the other people think, unless you fall in love with a 

person who doesn’t believe in being ‘in love’; that is a 

good way to go nuts. Ccontinues... >} 


esearch ELAR, 


Singer /Ague/p2 


As to love/jealousy, I have had considerable experi- 
ence from various directions, and after long years I have 
come to the conclusion that all jealousy arises frem an in- 
adequate sense of security. If you derive your security 
from either the fact that you have a Lover or fram the lover 
themself, you will be afraid that they will leave you. Any- 
thing which suggests that this might actually happen will 
cause you to have some very strong feelings. If you were, on 
the other hand. secure in yourself, you would be able to 
love the other person without fear. Jealousy thus reveals 
itself as not part of loving, but directly contradictory to 
loving. If you are jealous, it is your own ass you are 
afraid of losing. (This is not to say that I am a rock of 
perfection. I am, in my own ways, insecure, and I do get 
Jealous under certain circumstances. But I don’t regard it 
as a healthy emotion. It is a warning sign of internal im- 
balance. >) Lemme say this again: a person who is jyealaus is 
revealing a great concern for themself. and nat much for 
their lover. It is essentially selfish. 

Love/friendship: if you take a lover without first 
becoming good friends with the person, you are ygust asking 
for a shitload of trouble. Most of us love people we just 
don’t like that much, and look where it gets us. The other 
side of that coin is ‘do you love your friends?’, and the 
answer depends upon just how YOU define ‘love’. If yau are 
inquiring people’s personal opinions, mine is ‘yes. ‘. 

Love/sex: Sine qua non. Sex uithout lave is Like 
a MacDonalds hamburger. You may he full after you eat it, 
but somehow it yust ain’t satisfying. 

I think I have shot my mouth off too much already, 
so I will leave your ‘Love/ * category alone. I notice 
that you state that you are in the rockies. Where? 


BILL HIGGINS: A Licorice Bazooka, INDEED!!! 
Zipcodes: it is my belief that the 
USPO, having noticed that the Cana- 
dians locate their people down to 
which side of which block they are on, decided to do the 
same. Unfortunately, because they only believe in numbers, 
they are stuck. 8 digits isn’t enough, so they went to 9. 
I don’t see any stupidity there at all, except in the origi- 
nal decision to use numbers only. Canadian postal codes have 
3 letters and 3 numbers, and are thus somewhat more effici- 
ent. 
‘“Fnord" comes from the highly overrated Illuminatus 
Trilogy by Shea and Wilson. ‘ 77? I thought it was a hell of 
@ lot older than that. (continues...) 


Singer /Ague/pgd 


“(For MUCH better Literary paranoia, read Pynchon‘s 
GRAVITY ’S RAINBOW. Start on page 2CO if you like, as the 
first part is a little dull. >" 


WHAT?!?! 


DULL‘? !'?! You must be either kidding or nuts. I thought that 
the adenoid was hysterical, and I can’t count the number of 
people I’ve dropped on the floor, reading the ‘Disgusting 
English Candy Drill’ section to them. You got your bloady 
TITLE out of that!! How the hell can you say that the first 
200 pages are dull ??7?7777 


KEITH THORNE: Chicago as Galactic Center? (sound 
of silly Techie snorting behind hand 
at thought of Chicago as anything 
but what it is...) 


GREGORY RUFFA: Another use for the ellipsis: when 
you are quoting someone, and you 
start in the middle of one of their 
sentences, you are supposed to begin 

with an ellipsis. Similarly, if you leave out stuff in the 

middle, you put in an ellipsis to show that you have tamper— 
ed with the material. If. by the way, your omission crosses 
you into another sentence, you are supposed to use a four- 
dot ellipsis instead of a three-dot one. Similarly if you’re 
quoting more than just a phrase. and you end before the end 
of a sentence, use four periods. I hid you not: I helped my 
mother proofread a 41C page philosophy book that she was 
editing, and those were the rules. 


On your reply to KWIP 1 about Conlon Nancarrow: I 
need to know about availability of any records of his stuff: 
what little I have heard is astounding. 

I wish that busted transponder on one would fix it— 
self. I just flipped by it (it’s #4) and the damned thing is 
still deader than a doornail. I also wish that three hadn‘t 
up and blown itself to shit like that...so does Llioyd’s... 


BILL LEININGER: I never worry about titles, Bill. 

In fact, I almost never use a title 

more than once. Whatever cemes into 

my head when I start to type, that’s 
what goes at the tap. Unless, that is. I have one I’ve been 
waiting to use for awhile. Rare, but it has happened. New, 
Fred Haskell...o01’ Fred used to change his title every time 
in MinneAPA. and each time he’d list the old ones as part of 
his colophon. (continues... } 
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Highway 61 (Includes Applaud. Clap, Hiccough, Bozo 
the Clown,....etc. } 


Those are the actual titles of the first four, by 
the way. It got. you knou, so that we all had the beginning 
of Fred’s colophon pretty well memorized. This went on for 
some time, until finally one day, Fred‘’s colophon just 
exactly filled one page. I read through it, skipping. of 
course, most of the titles, and flipped it over. The other 
side (perfect Fred) was blank. I gust about fell out of my 
chair laughing. 

In re smallpox: the stuff needs a certain size 
reservoir in which to maintain itself. and therefore there 
either are continually cases, ot there will most manifestly 
NOT be a case every few years, unless the stuff gets loose 
from a lab. 

No, the S8000 isn’t stalled. $247 apiece off the 
shelf in Denver. Why, you want one? Looked at the National 
16032 recently? It may be even nicer. If you are into G-bit 
machines, look at the Motorola 6801. There’s a hel] of a lot 
of 6800 code out there that will run much faster on a 4801, 
and some new stuff coming up that’s real mice. The only 
things you have to watch out for are timing loops, which 
will, of course, time out differently on the ‘O1. By the 
way: your text appears to indicate that you think the 68000 
is coming from Intel. It is actually from Motorola. 

Other chip notes: 16K DRAMs just went through the 
floor. The -4 or -S chips sre going for $2 around here in 
any quantity. -Gs are not quite so low, but they aren’t toa 
terrible either. Unfortunately, IBM has started buying the 
things again. sa you can look for an abrupt escalation in 
the price. The other day I saw two (2) TI &4K DRAMs., which 
I was told were perfectly ordinary working parts. %100 each, 
but they are supposed to come dawn quick. 

Pyrex should etch nicely in HF, just Like anything 
else with Silica in it (HF makes the silica into Silicon 
Tetrafluoride, and there gust ain’t enough left to have any 
structural integrity). If you can’t deal with HF, try doing 
it with molten KOH. Slow, but it might work. Why do you want 
to etch Pyrex? Can you get away with cutting it instead? 

In re electronic APAs: some friends of mine are 
thinking about setting up just such a thing on MicroNet. 
Just dial up and read whatever has happened since the last 
time you were on. It helps that MicroNet has no storage 
charges. 


O06!!! 


I DON’T WANNA HEAR ABOUT IT! (continues... >? 
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Gurg. As it happens. you got what is, far my money, the 
best IBM font there is already. I have never seen one I 
liked better than Courier. You may vish to acquire a Symbol 
12 ball, and if you can get hold of their APL font, you can 
do textbreaks and borders that will just kill people. The 
APL ball has many wondrous things on it. ‘ 


Well, I seem to have run out of stuff to comment on. This is 
because I carefully skimmed the distribution, knowing that 
it would take me weeks to write a zine if I grabbed every 
hook in here. I must say, you people run a hooky apa. 

Those of you who don’t yet know me can apply for information 


to those who do. ... Umm, uhh... Actually, apply to Jamie 
Hanrahan: I sent in my info sheet. oY 


( mist aplagize tor printing Tia om TE baie 
preler Pe Thky ox. Sa Gs neg Vame. aang. 
LUD ober Sie Sf (he burlduing .... 

Oh~ if oectevs ty me Thad ( have M1 Stemarny,— 


a 
bed Fred Vaskells fourth MOG, Cf may 
have Seen ‘Boze lKe Choe‘. 


Cheers 


a wy. 
Parr 


What did the Tookie 
bird say, George? 
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// Is a 'zine that is solely the product of my warped // 
// imagination. You can blame it all on Doug Van Dorn, // 
// 7619 W. Clarence Ave., Chicago, ILL 60631, pnone // 
// (312)763-1376. Copyright © 1980, by Doug Van Dorn. // 
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RAMBLINGS: It's that time again, is it? It seems like I got 
my APA-Tech Eight (or is this one eignt?) only a week ago. 
Oh, that's right. It was only a week ago, due to a lot 
of misunderstandings and scheduling problems at Boston, tnat 
I finally got my copy. So, unlike my usual procedure, I am 
writing this about two weeks before the deadline. At least 
most of the stuff in this ‘zine won't be too out-of-date. 


THE PENULTIMATE WORLDCON, BOSTON: Yes, Bill, I put that in 
just for you. 

What to say about Boston. For me, it was the best worldcon 
I have ever attended. The committee ran it well (from my 
vantage point, anyway), there were no real problems that in- 
volved me personally, and the long weekend offered so mucn 
that my only complaint is that it didn't last long enough. 

Since one generally begins at the beginning, proceeds 
through the middle and finishes with the end, I'll start with 
Thursday. Thursday at the con started with a deligntful plane 
trip (i have always loved to fly), at the end of which we 
emerged through broken clouds to see the lights of Boston 
glowing promisingly through the wisps. It was a magnificent 
sight. 

I got to the con, replete in my three-piece-suit, boiling 
from tne heat and not able to find the right tower. Dan, our 
friend who lives in Boston, told me which elevators to head for, 
and I finally dropped through the door to our mini-suite only 
to find it full to the gills with partiers attending the Thursdey 
Night Meeting. The suite was a lot smaller than I had imagined, 
and the bathroom in which I changed was consequently tiny. 

I proceeded to go through registration, at which a 
30-second kiss sufficed for identification. (Well, Gretchen 
was working registration. What can I say?) 

After this shaky start, tne con kept getting better and 
better. On Friday evening, a large group of us went to Locke- 


Ober's for a very fine meal, one of the best I have ever had. 
Thank you, Greg! 


What did who say? p. < 


The only slightly annoying thing about the meal was its 
length. We arrived at about 7 p.m. and didn't leave until 
after 10 p.m. But the food was so good and the portions so 
generous that if it wasn't well spread-out, we would never 
have finished all of it. 

After we got back, I hurried into my brand-new caftan 
and crowded into the film room to see "Star Wars." I probably 
wouldn't nave been as insistent about seeing it, having already 
had that pleasure more than 20 times, but I wanted to check 
some continuity things between it and TESB. And I have concluded 
that SW and TESB achieve about the same level of cinematic 
quality. 

Saturday began the Trivia Bowl competition. The Egg of 
the Phoenix and Friends, of whom I was one, got past our 
first rounds with comparatively little trouble, though we 
had not yet met our stiffest competition. 

The highlight of the day was the Masquerade. Even thougn 
neither Gretchen nor I were competing this year, I worked 
the event, helping masquers from the stage back to their 
seats. It was informative, interesting and fun (even if my 
legs did hurt afterwards). 

I can only thank God that I was not a judge at this event. 
There were many excellent costumes there, many of which would 
be in direct competition with each other for recognition. Believe 
me, there were tens of outfits that received no credit which 
could have walked away with Best of Show at earlier cons. 

On Sunday, Egg of the Phoenix got past the semi-finals 
and into the final rounds, but, again, our main competition 
(composed mostly of other Chicago people) waited to meet us. 
The final confrontation would come on Monday. 

Sunday night, the Hugos went to the predictable people 
for the predictable reasons. Bob Silverberg surprised me by 
being an excellent presenter, covering in a professional and 
amusing manner when Lin Carter never showed up with the Gandalf. 

Monday's main point of interest was the triumph of the 
Egg of the Phoenix, making Bill Higgins, Barry Gehm, Bill 
Leininger, Gretchen and myself the World's Most Trivial People 
of the year. AS usual, Bill and Barry answered most of the 
questions (the only one I remember that I answered was, "what 
was the Plan Nine from Outer Space?). We each received very 
nice calligraphed certificates with the name of the team and 
our names prominently displayed. It was wonderful. 

But I must say that the second and third place teams 
were very, very good. Phyllis Hisenstein's team, who we 
faced last, led us at halftime and it took a concerted 
effort to come back. And Muther Hittun's Littul Kittuns, 
composed of Leo Doroschenko, Martha Soukup and Jerry Corrigan, 
just to name three, only lost to us by 10 points. They 
proceeded to whip Phyllis' team, so if we had lost our 
last round, they would nave won. It was tight, and we sweated 
for the title. Job well done to all concerned: 

I have failed to mention so many things--old friends not 
seen for two years, wonderful parties, backrubs, quick ripostes 
to artfully delivered straight lines--but then again, it is 


Who's George? p. 


hard to sum up in a couple of pages five days of congoing. 
In all, I was sad to leave. I hope this will all come 
together again, next year in Denver. 


APA NOTES: I would like to vote for Dick's proposal on the 
grace period. We need a firm deadline for getting this thing 
out, and his proposal is as good as any. 

And re someone's ct (I don't have my APA in front of me 
right now), I didn't make that comment about extending a 
deadline if there is a con in the early part of a month to 
include it to freeze out anyone who doesn't go to cons. Now 
that I am working strange days (my weekend this week is 
Wednesday and Thursday), I may not be getting to too many 
cons myself. 

My only thougnt was that several people in tnis APA 
see each other regularly at about a con a montn, on tne 
average. Since Renee, in association with Isher, is at 
most area cons, I thought it might be easier (and cheaper) 
for those concerned to hand-deliver their zines. This would 
not preclude anyone from mailing their zines in the usual 
manner, and would possibly extend their grace period as well. 

I think it should at least be considered. Say a deadline 
fell on the ninth of a month, and an area con started on 
the eleventh. Renee would be too busy building rayguns and 
generally preparing for the con to collate in those two interim 
days, anyway. Why not have it understood that people could 
hand-deliver? I guess it would all depend on circumstances, 
but it's worth thinking about. 


VOYAGER MEETS SATURN: On November 12, Voyager One will make 
its closest approach to the Ringed Planet. A little discussion 
of its itinerary is in order, I think. 

About lz hours before closest approach to Saturn, the probe 
will come quite close to Titan, Saturn's largest moon. It will 
take nundreds of pictures, separate black-and-whits and some 
color composites. It will also take infrared scans of the moon, 
which has an atmosphere. If there are sufficient amounts of 
reflective material in the clouds, it is a dead world. But if 
the atmosphere is moderately clear and a greenhouse effect nas 
been established, there may be life on Titan. Tnese questions 
should be settled (at least about the atmosphere) on Nov. ll. 

AS it approaches, Voyager will be looking at the lighted 
side of the rings--not the unlit side viewed from Pioneer ll. 
This will provide much more spectacular views of the ring system 
than we got from Pioneer. In fact, Voyager has already relayed 
photos of Saturn that are better than any earth-based pictures, 
showing the lighted side of the rings. They are fantastic, but 
pale in comparison to what we will have soon. 

A photo sweep that will take high-resolution images of 
the rings on the way in and on the way out is planned. Tnese 
images will resolve the rings to less than one-kilometer 
resolution, a pretty mean feat. We may even see individual 
ring particles in some shots, though this does appear unlikely. 
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Maybe it's..... maw. That's been overused. p. 5 


We all mourn for the death of good men. Good people never 
last long enough. 

Re a discussion I had last night: have you considered using 
bubble memory in the computer you're designing? I near this would 
allow the thing to operate while being carried around. I know it's 
probably expensive and hard to come by at the moment, but if it's 
the best way to go, it might be worthwhile to wait for it. 

If you're that upset with the way NASA is being run and 
handled, I suggest you look into tne candidacy for President of 
one John Anderson. He is on record supporting a doubling of 
the NASA budget, with the express purpose of bringing near-earth 
space exploitation into the real world. He doesn't give a damn 
about planetary exploration, but that can wait. Once we get the 
factories and powersats going, it will cost less to send planetary 
probes out, anyway. I, for one, am pretty sure of who I am voting 
for in November. 


WESTECH: Jamie, I keep getting the feeling that you don't like 
much of anything, and that you're not happy unless you're bitching 
about something. 

as to psychic abilities, you will find that at least half 
of the people on earth, educated or not, have had some sort of 
psychic experience. The fact that these experiences are not consistent 
does not mean that they don't exist. It simply means that there 
are inhibiting factors that we know nothing of. 

Let's say, for instance, that we are able to detect the presence 
of fire only by sensitive instruments. We cannot detect the 
presence of water, air or vacuum at all. So, under certain 
circumstances, when we strike a spark, we get an indication 
of fire. In others, we don't. Under your rules, we must assume 
that fire doesn't exist, since it cannot be reproduced con- 
sistently under laboratory conditions. There is nothing in 
physics that disallows the possibility of the existence of 
parallel, contiguous dimensions, and nothing I have seen tells 
me that we might not interact with them occasionally. We just 
Mave no way, at the present time, of knowing if, or how, they 
exist. 

And there is no scientific way of proving that God exists, 
either, and yet I have found ample proof of this within and 
without myself. So, please, do not dismiss with such contempt 
things we do not understand. 


TO THE CHAIR: Well, Renee, the back cover didn't get done in 
time for this issue. But I have an idea: I'1l do the back cover 
for the last issue of the second year. That way, you can stack 
your APA-Techs by years, and you will have a thick mass with 
appropriately thick cover illustrations, front and back. 

Good idea? 


LASERGRAM: Dave, there is another version of the TESB soundtrack 
that was recorded digitally. It isn't the actual soundtrack, but 
a "suite," arranged by John Williams, and recorded by a symphony 
orchestra somewhere in the United States. The quality, I have 
heard, is much better. Now I just have to find it.... 


Wait! I think I've got it! 
p. 6 


AS to Star Trek: The Overhyped Nonsense, I agree that 


it's not that bad, but it's fairly obvious what happened to 
it. A bunch of studio execs figured it would never make it 
unless it had lots and lots of impressive SFX, and threw in 
all these effects into what was, really, a minor think piece 
(at least, for Trek). Tne emphasis on the effects is fine 
in a Star Wars, where the emphasis is also on action. But 
the emphasis in ST:IMP was not on action, and the effects 
didn't take you anywhere. 


LITTLE LOST DONNA: The Rockies are very beautiful, and I look 
forward to seeing them again at Denvention. 

Which reminds me: I want to get an expedition to the top 
of Pike's Peak up for, say, Friday or Saturday of the con. It 
would take about six hours, total, of driving to, up, down and 
back, but it is something that should not be missed when in 
the neighborhood. Keep it in mind, and tell me if you're interested 
(and that applies to everyone). 

In regards to love, I have found, in my relationship with 
Gretchen, that in order to love someone to the utmost (that is, 
marry them), they must be your best friend. You cannot be 
uneasy with the one you love. You cannot have things you just 
can't talk about with the one you love. In fact, a good sign of 
true love, in my mind, is when you find yourself talking to 
the one you love about things you wouldn't talk to anyone else 
about. 

It's easy to be infatuated. It's easy to "fall in love" 
solely on the basis of getting attention from someone, even if 
that someone just likes you. And it's much easier, and more 
common, to "fall in love" with someone without them knowing 
about it than for the feeling to be mutual. When you love 
someone as opposed to being in love with him/her, you care 
about them, but don't think about them when they aren't around. 

Most of all, when you are in love with someone, you want 
to share everything with them. I've known Gretchen for six years 
now, and I still get uncomfortable when I can't share my 
daily experiences with her. She assures me she feels tne same 
way. And when I find myself loving someone else (yes, it's 
quite possible) or she finds herself loving someone else, we 
talk about it and share the feelings. In a very real sense, 
we are parts of one entity that is greater together, than the 
parts are separately. And it's good to remember that when 
mundane problems (like lack of job, lack of money, bad scheduling, 
et al) put strains on the relationship. 

I don't know if this has helped you or not. Just remember: 
the one you love must be your best friend, not just someone 
who turns you on or someone who will lend a sympathetic ear. 
With this as a starting point, that love will never die. 


TRANSPORTER TOPICS: I, for one, was not that terribly impressed 
with Star Blazers. Some of the animation was superb, but muca 
of it was only Saturday-morning quality. The shows I saw dealt 
with the big, bad, bullying Marine Corps and their inability 
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to get along with anyone else in a civilized way. The style 

of cartooning was not very realistic. If I had to compare it 
to anything, I would say it most closely resembles tne old 
Popeye cartoons in use of caricatures. And it wasn't as im- 
pressive as the animated "Flash Gordon" in terms of background 
detail or action sequencing. 

In reading your comment to Rolf on his I.D. matrix, I 
remembered another comment I wanted to make to Jamie: You 
cannot lump together magic and psi powers any more than you 
can lump together magic and technology or flight and space 
travel. You must admit that your highly antagonistic prejudices 
are showing through here, since what Telzy Amberdon does in 
"The Universe Against Her'' is not at all equable with the magic 
in sword-and-sorcery, just as Larry Niven's Magician stories 
are not dealing with magic. They deal with a scientific use of 
a natural resource, one that can be mined with words rather than 
with machines. 

Back to you, Rod: I always felt that the Star Wars ships 
used a complex gravitic control for their maneuvering. The drive, 
in effect, pulls and pushes against the masses in the vicinity, 
allowing for airplane-like movements, with reaction engines used 
to give the ships some velocity to work with. It is possible that 
the gravity generators won't affect an object unless it is in an 
accelerated state. Also, the Rebel fighters must have hyperdrive 
(or they wouldn't have been able to get out of the Hoth system 
to rendezvous with the Rebel fleet). It is possible that the 
reaction drive gets you going, the gravitic drive boosts you up 
to near-light, and another form of gravitic drive takes you 
beyond the translight threshhold. This would make it less un- 
likely that X-wings have ayperdrive. 

And why don't TIE fighters have hyperdrive? Probably 
because they were designed as support fighters for the large 
Carrier-class Star Destroyers. An F-111 can fly for days with 
occasional refueling, but Tomcats have a limited onboard fuel supply 
and must be refueled every few hours if they want to stay up. 
And they are both fighter planes. 

Not a bad concept for a story, but I dislike "things get 
nasty and violent" future concepts. Too much of an optimist. 


IGTSHDAITRWHGIMEAMLACAIRDWTBGTWAWIGHSHBIMAATMSB: Whew: 

I Know what you mean. I once let my brother use my stereo 
in his apartment at college. He nad a "garden-level' apart- 
ment. That means you never leave the apartment alone. 

He did, and some of the members of the basketball team 
(who were heavily into robbery at the time) broke in and took 
my stereo. Real great burglers...their escape route was littered 
with dropped speakers! 

Since you mention scrith, I have been wondering; if the 
puppeteers, as the Hindmost confessed, nave no idea what scrith 
is made of, now did they come up with a propulsion system that 
operates by repelling it? It seemed very clear that the drive 
repelled scrith exclusively. Another Niven blunder? Must ask 
him sometine. 

Again, I must have gotten only part of your ‘zine. You make 
a mention of page eight, but I only nave two pages from you. And 


No. I'm wrong. p. 


your 'zine stops after only five MCs. I'm sure there were more 
‘zines in that last APA than five. 

Just for me, could you reprint the answers to your quiz? 
Like I said, I never got your page eight. 


CRAY: Oh, THAT'S what your title means! 

Having just started working for NCR, I know exactly what 
you mean about the trailing edge of technology. But we at tne 
data processing center have it worse. You see, tne company 
won't waste good equipment by giving it to us, so they take 
the stuff they've rented out for five years, or the trade-ins 
when they sell their latest machines, and give that to us. 

So, if NCR is five years behind the times, our DPC is five 
years behind NCR! And they wonder why they're losing some 
of their business. If we had the equipment to be able to go 
on-line with more regularity when our contract requires, we 
might be doing better. 

I envy your ability to use the computer to play with. When 
you're working with megabyte systems that are designed to crunch 
financial-type numbers exclusively, the only game in town is 
figuring out the latest way the green system has found to crap 
out at tne worst possible time. 

Cons earning money for charity?! This I am amazed at. They 
usually don't even break even. But, then again, if you work as 
a fundraising, charitable organization, I guess you can get 
some things for free (or reduced rates) that other concoms have 
to pay through the nose for. 


UNPAID BILL'S: Typewriter problems? I've had this Royal Electress 

for coming up on eight or nine years now, and it has only 

required one cleaning. It's gotten me through high school, a 

journalism major program in college and a lot of APAhacking. 

It may not be the best, but the price was certainly right. 

(I got it free. My Dad used to sell the things; he brougnt 

one of his demonstrators home, and we just sort of kept it.) 
Nice discussion of organic superconductors. Don't give 

up hope that these things will be discovered--if it's possible, 

it will nappen eventually. Sometimes I think the fantastic 

scientific advances we have made in the past fifty years have 

accustomed us to expecting a miracle a day; sometimes they 

take a little longer. Be patient. 


LICORICE BAZOOKA: Your mimeography is just barely more readable 
than your spiritography. One of your problems is your manual 
typer; you have uneven stroking working against you. (No 
comments from the peanut gallery; I guess it's just as well 
Bill Colsher isn't in the APA any more.) 

AS to naving memberships for married couples, Renee has 
agreed to let Gretchen into the APA as a full-fledged member 
for only the cost of dues, no extra mailing fees. It seems 
reasonable to me, since we only need one copy between us. 

I heard on the radio today an interview with a skywriter 


based in Highland Park. His rates are $500 per flignt, and ae 
tries to limit skywritten messages to seven letters. 


8 


I wish he'd hurry up and get to the end. p. 9 


I'm sure I'll have talked to you about it before you get 
this, but this does let the rest of the APA in on the progress 
of the project. 

Jerry Corrigan and I were talking the otner day about how 
big of a mass driver we'd need to get something into orbit. 

We decided we would need to generate a lot of initial tirust, 
since the trajectory would have to be a shallow one and a lot 
of the initial "muzzle" speed would be taken away by atmos- 
pneric friction. Also, no ballistic trajectory will get you 
an orbit unless you fire off of a high mountain (during 
Denvention?), so you'd probably need some form of propulsion 
in the projectile, as well. 

Either that, or shoot it at the leading edge of the moon. 
The resulting, highly eccentric orbit would take the projectile 
mostly through cislunar space, with close passes at the earth 
(a few hundred miles) and apogees of a quarter of a million miles. 
Any way we can get that kind of thrust? 

Wanna try it? And who volunteers to tell NORAD about it? 


SCOUNDRELS: I do not Laugh at tne way you write! It's quite-- 
er--modular. 

I guess [ don't have a lot to react to in your ‘zine that 
you don't know already, and since you're standing three feet away 
from me now, reading the last two pages I wrote, I'll just re- 
frain from more comment. i 


DEAR FANCHILD: Glad to see you haven't fallen into mellowspeak 
yet. The first time I see "hey, wow” in your ‘zine, though, I'm 
coming down on you with both feet. 

Stop feeling guilty. No one blames you for taking up a good 
job offer. The fact is, not very many aerospace companies are 
based in the midwest. Lots of insurance and big business, but 
little in the way of satellites and things that go blink in 
the night. 

Sounds like west coast cons aren't all they're cracked up 
to be by west coast fen. In comparison to my experiences with 
good old midwest fandom, I think I prefer the occasional snow- 
covered Confusion to hucksters in cabanas. 

I beg to differ, but part of Blues Brothers was filmed on 
Lakeshore Drive. When we see the cops closing down the city 
limits, they are at Lakeshore across from McCormick Place. and 
I remember thinking, 'ta silly place to try and catch them as 
they come into the city." But then, the geography was played 
fast and loose in that film. Some of the scenes were Shot 
about three blocks from where I'm sitting (in Park Ridge, when 
the state cops first nab the boys for running a red light), 
and they go quickly to the shopping center, which is actually 
located in the southern suburbs. There are other examples, but 
wao but a native would know? 

I don't know, I liked "Final Countdown." The thougnt of 
what those Zero pilots must have been thinking when the Tomcats 
showed up was very gratifying, bearing in mind what tnoey were 
planning to do the next day... 


I'm at the end of the page, so I'll start a new thought... 
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PEDDLER OF GRAVITY: We have a real nice music Setup on tne 
PA system at NCR. They have it hooked up to the radio, which 
is always tuned to WKQX. I find the selection of music is 
pretty good. The only problem is that, on tne computer floor, 
taere is much too much noise to hear any of it, even sub- 
liminally. Even if all the equipment were turned off, the 

air conditioning would drown everything out. 

I have tne same problem with a neck that's bigger than 
my body (proportionally speaking), even if my nead doesn't 
flare out to the proper size farther on up. However, there 
are shirts in the stores that come with wider necks than the 
"standard." If my mother, who came up with the Furniture 
Shirt (no kidding; a shirt with furniture printed on the 
cloth) can find wide-necked shirts in Normal, IL, I'm sure 
there are some around here. 

Last comments on electronic APAS: People who are on 
PLATO notefiles are not necessarily computer owners or op- 
erators or programmers, things that are current necessities 
for private electronic APAs. In general, from what I have 
gleaned from talking to people, PLATO is used by all types 
of students at universities and other institutions across the 
country. In fact, one of the notefiles I hear about is peopled 
by civics majors planning a world government. 

I feel that, at this time, my ham radio analogy still naolds 
true. If I and other people like me were to have access to ham 
radios without the necessity of building them, learning code 
and understanding RF theory, tnere would be general conversation 
on the ham bands. As it is, most of the conversation deals 
exclusively with the operators' equipment. 

AS the technology currently stands, one must be a computer 
owner to get into an electronic APA and a programmer to do 
anything more creative than writing on one. I am quite sure 
that you could write an animation program; I couldn't. and 
if you wrote one for me, I'm not sure I could figure it out 
in sufficient detail to do anything with it. 

Contrast this with the fact that any boob with a minimal 
amount of drawing ability (like me) can pick up a 50¢ pen 
and do. an APA-Tech cover. So, with no enmity, I still maintain 
that an electronic APA would be of interest to, and peopled 
by, only people who own their own computers and are into 
programming them. And although you are a broad-interest person 
who can speak cogently on several topics, many people I aave 
met who are heavily into computers can speak of nothing else. 

Changing subjects, I think it would be quite feasible to 
now make a feature-length film out of "Ringworlid." Most of 
the exteriors could be shot outdoors, since the Arch is not 
generally that visible during the day. With Disney's moving 
matte system, tne Arch could be inserted quite believably 
in any outdoor shot. 

And TESB demonstrates several techniques by which Nessus 
could be accomplisned. Long shots could be stop-motion animated 
models, while close-ups could be done in the mannex of Yoda. 
Proper editing can make you believe a lot of things. 
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"Pick it Up - It Won't Biter" 


Carol tofd me that while we were chasing an armadiflo 
around someonets front yard et 2:30 a.m. in Port Salerno, 
Florida, during our honeymoon fast July. She neglected to 
tell me that even though they don't have teeth, they still 
have claws which they use to rip apart ant-hills, tree stumps, 
the odd junked car... Needless to say, I exercised my ine 
stincts for self-preservation and did not pick up the arm- 
adi { lo. 

We spent a very pleasant week and a half refexing after 
the wedding(- thank you, one and all, for participating -) 
in Port Salerno, about 150 miles north of Miami. It turns 
out that half of the sea turties in North America tay their 
eggs within ten mites of where we were staying. We had the 
good tuck to find three turtles on the beach one night, two 
making nests end the third a hatchling making its way to the 
ocean. We watched one of the turtles dig her hole, fay a 
hundred or so eggs, cover {ft up, and go back into the sea. 
The eggs are the size of ping-pong batis and the consistency 
Gof wet rubber, Unfortunately, they are just opaque enough 
not to be able to make out any shapes inside. 

Gn the way back to Civilization (i.e. Columbus), we 
spent a day in Disneyworld and half a day at Kennedy Space 
Center. The former fs really quite fmpressive a place... 
things are really substantial, and the little shops sef| 
quality stuff (we saw some craftsmen making fnlaid wood 
boxes with all the traditional materials, including gold 
leaf, to name one fr'instance), if slightly sweetness-and- 
tight. ((Deja Vu: I swear the woman's voice {nm the RCA ex- 
hibit in the entrance to SPACE MOUNTAIN is the same as the 
voice in the "Up against the Wall of Science" segment of 
Firesign Theater's We're All Bozcos On This Buss quite dis- 
concerting to hear tape loops with one spoken sentence with 
no becinning and na end). 


Sea “Twtle Tracks juthe Sand 
Supiter Lsland 


Florida 


More than you Ever wanted to Know about Sea Turties 
Itturns out that the sea turtles we saw were all log- 

gerhead turties, and that three types of turtles nest fn that ; 

area; Greens (with smooth, convex shells), loggerheads 

(they have a ridge down the center of their shet!), and 

Leatherbacks (which are easily distinguished from the others 

being 10 feet long {Instead of 4 or 5...Each turtle (well, 

tne females anyway...) can lay between 1 and 8 nests per 

Season, each nest with one to two hundred eggs. Gestation 

period fs 55 days, and a turtle takes thirteen days to 

be able to fay ajnew nest, Each turtle wiff return to the 

Same area of the same beach (within a mile) each time it 

lays a-nest., : : 


Communication with the Technical Non-Cogniscenti 


The chairman of our department is a briitiamt man; a 
national ly-renowned anesthesiologist and medical researcher... 
He isnot, however, an engineer, and is incapable of grasping 
any of the explanations that either Jerry or I give him for 
wnat wetre doing. After talking with Jerry (Hansell) about 
this we came to the conclusion that what we do {is black 
magic.. We put little boxes with pins together, boxes that 
are indistinguishable, run around with carts fulf of wires 
and play with funny looking machines that draw pictures when 
you put disks into tnem and the picture stays when the disk 
is removed, and most of the people who look at what we're 
dofng haven*t the faintest idea of what it fs that we do, 
fet alone how we do it...((damn ellipses)), 


Has anyone else out there had any experience talking 
to noneengineers or non-technical people about highly tech- 
nical matters? Successfully? I'd value your comments = we're 
not having a tremendous amount of lack figuring {ft aut our- 
selves, Non : 


-.:But the Title Has Bean Chanced to Protect the Innocent... 


Why the new titie? What does it Meanim First of all, 
I bow to the other Singularity and defer the use of the title, 
Secondiy, most of what I'in doing at work & in consulting fs 
with real-time operating systems for microcomputers, The 
Series of dashes Zig-zagging their way across the top of 
page one {is representative of a program being interrupted by © 
tne real-time clock services routine, and returning. Want 
to know how to persuade an Intel devetouvemant system to tall 
time? Just ask. 


Actually, I'm werking on a monttoring system for surgical 
and Intensive~cars satients. A 256x856 color graphics display 
shows anesthesioiog:515 L9a patient's blood pressure, heart 
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rate, respfration rate, breath analys{3, and-anything else 
that can be squeezed onto the screen... Analog to digital 
converters acquire the data, and depending on what the 
operator has typed into the keyboard, a number of differant 
analysis and dispfay routines operate. Right now the 
prototype system is being done on the Intel development 
system mentioned aartier, but we will be ourniing the PL/M 
and FORTRAN code into prom within a few weeks so a smaller, 
self-contained version can be put tnto four operating roome 
at the hospital, Each of these systems will have two 

8-bit micros, one for analysis and acquisition of data, 

the other as the display and keyboard controller. The next 
‘version down the fine will have a taird micro to contool 
communication with a network of these things. All the 
micros will snare at feast a portion of their memory, and 
will operate independentty of each other. Thus, tre need 
for real-time operating systems, and there you have the story. 


Mailing Comments on the First Anniversary Issue 
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Statistics - hmanmn,..fascinating. 43,287 pages/month by next 
year..I can see it now, 


The Mu-Betan (nicer ring to {ft than The Mike-Bentlyan) Nice 
cover and title typeface. Reminds me = you have any 
more of those nice Jargonists tee~-shirss around? 

About Intel’?s 32-bit machine - Ada isn’t even written 

yet, so I wouldn®t expect to ses the 3390 in common 
use for fiee years or more, It's good that they've 
put RMX in microcode - {t's much too stow to be of use 
in the 8085, and doesn't exist yet for the 3035, It 
wit l, though, and Intel will knock off a few more 
companies that make micros, 


See Me-Feel Me = Donna, you should come and visit us fn 
CoJumbus; Rocky & Bullwinkle is shown at 6:30 mon-fri, 
at which time all busfness halts, the streets clear, 
and a blue glow pervades everyone's fiving room 1 
even got Caro! a Rocket J. Squirrel cap for her Dirthday. 
More about relationships in comments abaut #7 below. 


YAAITSS ~ How do I get on a maiting list for that sort of 
matertal? Nice stuff. Where fn the werlid fs League 
City? 


Incorrect Thoughts - I like the nama of your cmmpany, 
although I think "Snivelling Little Rat-faced Software" 
has a certain ring to it...Good luck, though 


Or. Gonzo's Electrical Engineer - Now, in August, velour 
shirts are being sold, rather than in December through 
Aorit, waan they are needed most. wWierd...(ellipses 
intentional) 
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April, when they are needed most.. Wierd...(ellipses 


intentional that time). 


She Jupiter Effect ~ Welcome to the Apa, Kevin; how can 


KWIP 


you stand fiving in Carbondate after (oops! Dekaib) 
living in Ft. Collins or wherever? I hope that 
midwestern fandom makes you feel welcome and takes the 
pface, at least In part, of the mountainscape, 

I was never fortunate enough to discover the Oz books 

as a child, and finally read the Wizard of Oz fast year. 
I*ve re-read a few of the books I found fs recently as 
ast night) and can tolerate them now only because 1! 

have such fond memories of them. I had no such memortes 
to help me get thfough the Wizard of 0z,,,(WHAT! now the 
COMMAS are doing it toot). 

About the Jupiter Effect ~ I haven't read that book either, 
but found evidence that someone at Hewlett-Packard ‘ads 

a program for the HP9845C(the color one) which fmptements 
an Orrey on the color disptay, and shows an even more 
impressive alignment (of all the planaths except Venus 

and Mercury) in 1881. What happened then, geologically? 
I don't think afl nine are fining up in 1982, only 

about five. 


- What? Another Coloradoan? I'm envious.,..after 
spending a week or so in Boulder and Vail, I didn't want 
to leave. I Ifke your printing = I know only one other 
person who can write so legibly - Karen Johnson of MPLS, 
but she's not here at all (why did he say that?) 
Congrats on getting Into tne SS department; enjoy, enjoy. 
Like your cartoons, too, 


Transporter Topics - I like your. evotutionary scenario. 


Smith's Corona = RaEbNC 


This 


Space for Rent - I fike your fdea about the SF data base; 
sounds easily implementable, even on micros (of course 

a Cyber might do it a little more eteaygantly.) I started 

a Similar index (at least in its goal) when I was 9 or 10 
on index cards = aven down to @ach short story tn anthol- 
ogies, [ still have ft; it might do you some good, at 
feast for a Start. Do you do scfence writing for a living? 
If not, you should consider ft. aAreally coherent exslan- 
ation of organic sem{conductors, 


Dr. Gonzo's Electromechanical Escapades ~- Art Deco cover was 


great, althougn two submissions per apa is no fair to us 
Slackers and backstiders who can gardty handle one per 
avery otner,  Taterfior RaEbNc, 


Lasergram - Dave, where can I get a fow-(milli-)wattage tube 


and powersupply? Cheap? 


The Armenair Speculator (I wonder where he got that name?) 


T hate to tell you this, but at one time fn the past,t 
had one of thos2 orange Supercar toys, complete with 
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openable doors, flower cargo access hatch (I guess), & other 

Stuff that I'd probably remember {ff 1 nad a chance to see the 

Sow again, Nice memorjes. Hmmmm...... 

About matters of faith: a priest who taught at De Paul 
(and may still be there) came with a group of us from the 
De Paul Fellowship of Science Fiction Freaks and Arm- 

chair speculators {so THAT*S where he got the name...) 

5 to Minicon in 1975 and talked with us about the use~ 
fullness of trying to reconciie rational thought with 
faitn, espectally wiaere the Catholic Church is con-~ 
cerneg. He advised everyone who asked him to feave the 
Church (his capitalizations, not mine) around puberty 
and come back when it felt right... for this he was 
reprimanded by the Archdioscese of Chicago and almost 
excomnunicated, but he beleived fn what he safd... 

He agreed with you in that the committment of faith 
can only be made through introspectétén and rational 
thought. , Youtre in good company. 


The Answer is Austa(oops)usch =~ I don't know exactly what to 
Say about Tarot cards - because of my rational empiricism, 
I have to admit I*m dubfous; however, every Tarot reading 
given to me (correct term?) has been deadly accurrate, 
The most Striking "revelation" was that a member of my 
family would have a terrible accident in the near future; 
within the week my mother had broken her back and was 
in the hospital for two weeks... Still sends shivers 
down my spine. The person who did the readings knew 
me very well, but it was still spooky. 


Takes a Licking and Keeps on Ticking - wierd little cartoon; 
there's someone paged two or three times a day at work 
named Ore Yoda ~ and then there's Or. Vader, too. It 
causes you to wonder if someone has a sense of humor 
at the OSU hospital ("Paging Dr. Sweitzer"), 


Brick Synchrotron - Where do you find the fish to chrome? 
Otherwise, RaEbNC 


Real-Time Operator, P. 6 


Maftling Comments on Number Eight 
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Lasergram - about The Flying Sorcerors, Muskwatz seems to 
me to be Sam Moskowitz in all hés glory. I still don't 
know who Shoogar is , maybe someone efse will ffil us 
both in on that one, 
Margaret Fenry, am APA=fan here fn Columbus, commented 
that"they ruined a good sound-track when they stuck it 
in that horrible movée" about the score for STTMP, 
to which opinion I must agree, 


Lost in the Carkness - Donna, you have nothing to worry about 
from me; I'm in the vast majority who think you are 
a worthwhile person, someone to te cherished, 
Thank you for your wishes for Carol & me. 


Transporter Topics - sot a question for yous what could Braden 
Industries possibly gain by sabotaging the opposition’ 
prototype tank? I guess I must have missed something. 
Good fuck with sales, etc, 


I got those...Blues ~ Read & sympathized but no comment 


Unpaid Bills - the only career guaranteed to make more money 
than computer science is business administration. I have 
little sympathy. (just kidding). Once again, GREAT job 
of explaining organic superconductorée,. 


Licorice Bazooka - Bill, I'm willing to try Toilet Talkies 
if you are. What is the permeability constant in ...thece 
never mind, 1 would certainly tike to read the articte 
2 ees Dyson that you summarize ~ I'll see if I can 
find it. 


Waiting for Jedis or Someone Like Them - Where do you find 
your information on the Soyuz program? You present it 
coherently, too. 


Scoundrels - Battle Beyondthe Stars has just mace it to Coj- 
umbus, as we noticed when Jerry Hansell & I went to see 
Dr. Fu Maachu's Insidious Plot, and wish we had 
Waited, as Peter Seller's fast movie is a royal turkey, 
being co-produced by Hugh Heffner and being a promotional 
film for some modern-day Barbie Benton who can neither 
Sing, dance, or play the saxophone, so there's no need 
to pain yourself by watching her try.e. 


TBR | 


Your Author in a Pepsi- 
induced stupor on his 
way home fron Noreascon, 
the 3Sth World Science 
Fiction Convention 


Real-Time Cperator, P. 7 


oston was, how shold I put it, quite an 
experience, I guess I went there feeling 
that it might be my last convention, and 
that I was going to say one last farewell 
to everyone (I can admit this now in retro- 
spect because of what happened to me & my 
attitudes whife there.}), but it didn't work 
quite that way. I don't know precisely how 
I came. to think that way, but, at the fast 
moment, Tullio & Alex convinced me to come 
(yes, fojks, I was THAT far gone...), I 

j |went, was refreshed, and here I am, back 

7 |for another six years, at least, 

at I don*t think very much about where 

I am (in the emotional sense) for fear that 
whatever happiness and satisfaction that 
I've trusted my luck to thus far will go-. 
away and not come back, This gets me into 
trouble occasionally when I find myself 
suddenly in an emotional state with no ap- 
parent path from where I was previously. 

I was in such a place last wednesday night, 
rot ecenendauely eager to spend seventeen hours in a car to 
get there and another seventeen coming back froma situation 
which I was not looking foreward to much anyway. What changed 
my mind about the whole thing was discussing with Marty and 
the other occupants of the car the history of General Technics, 
each of our histories in life in general and fandom fn pare 
ticular, and other things. I found that however much cissat- 
isfaction I had with the way things were and are, I still 
had many memories not at all unpleasant and many friends to 
charish (THIS WORD SPECIFICALLY SPELLED WRONG) and that con- 
crete things like friendships cannot and must not stand down 
to vague, inteflectual dissatisfactions. 

As is my custom at Worlccons, I went to ‘only one or two 
prooramming items and spent the rest of the time talking with 
people, looking for watch-batteries in Beacon Hill, swimming, 
and prospecting for the Mother Lode ice machine. (1) was 
much, Much, MUCH more empathy-draining than usuals3(2) was 
entirely unsuccessful but I got a nice took at the city; (3) 
was relaxing, and (4) was also unsuccessful, 

I was dismayed, but not tremencously suprised, at how 
little some of the S{tuations some of you find yourselves in 
have changed, (Wow - It fl get into trouble for that one) I 
quess that was the single most important reason fcr the 
emoticnal drain that I experienced; that, plus the fact that, 
as usual, I didn*t get enough sleep, and did most of the 34 
hours of driving to & from, AIl in all, I'm glad I went, 
and will see a fot of you at Windycon (yes, Carol WILL be 
there, by popular demand & mine). 


Real-Time Operator, P, 8 


The way Worldcon was run was impressive; I had been told 
by Mark Evans that the film rooms had clocks in them and that 
films started on time, but this was something I had to see to 
beleive. The organization end attention to 
ninute detail was apparent but not overpower- 
ing. 


Fobert Hefniein's Last (at east we Hope So) 


Books: The | Number of the Bi(rjeast 


I can just imagine the scenario now s 
ben Bova calls up California and says, 
"Ginny, can you talk Bob into cranking one 
more out? I*tl seriatize it fim OMNI, it" 
sell, I'm sure... You've still cot pitts 
from the bypass surgery to pay off...How 
about it? Huh?" 

My science-fiction collection was 
Started around the Heinlein Juveniles; 

I really hate to finish the Heinlein 
section off with this trash; the first 
chapter is hardly readable what with the 
Slam-bang go-gettem intro unfcertunately 
net obscuring painful dialog concerning 
cantilevered breasts, The center is a 
Cnarnel house of lecture about duty of 
subordinates to their feader, and the 

end is a pastiche of most of the other 
books Heinlein's written. The premise location of their very own 
concerns a Spatial-temporal cisplacement black hole. Now, since 
device (read:time machine) which enables scientists haven't actually 


The Gift for the Man 
Who Has Everything and 
Wants to Get Rid of It 


If you have a closet full of 
hula hoops, pet rocks and 
disco shoes at home, 
Dorothy Kohler has just ; 
the thing to add to your | 
collection. The Salt Lake 
City entrepreneur has hit 
on this year’s fad: black: 
holes. She’s selling them, 
for just $5.95. Lucky; 
buyers get a deed to one of, 
these fun celestial objects - 
and a map showing the 


a 


Please Take Note! 


Ruffas 


‘ Y found any black hol 

w y black holes as. 

the characters to go anywhere and do tl et (they ne peas hard.to 
anything tediously. Cl see, folks), Kohler admits 
Kigh point of the books; Bob Passovoy that she and her three 

gh pol ° 3 . 

and Bob Asprin are mentioned once each, — pantie aa sean 
and Anne Passovoy is mentioned three times. Bar teeaieo an ae 
Get it if you're a completist, avoid it star map at random. Butif 
at all costs otherwise, scientists ever do find real 


black holes... . Well, at 
least you'll have staked 
your claim. And it would | 
be a great place to store 
your pet rocks. 


Re ed. Oe 


ae en, 


A 


Art credits: 


p. 1: Title & Turtle Tracks both by yours truly 

+ 5: U.S. Forestry Department public service ad 

pe G: TWA Ambassador, April 1980 (without permission) 
Pe ¢@: We. Atlee Burpee Co., also w/o permission 

y, Cy TWA Ambassador, cp. cit, (ditto) 


Telephone Bill's #3 
Ramblings from the random number generator recently residing at... 


Bill Roper 

918 Main St. #1 
Evanston IL 60202 
(312) 328.9473 


(so what's an ellipsis or 
two between friends?) 


AO IO RIO IO IOI ORK Ak i 


Well, despite everything I could do to botch it up, I seem to have 
found a place to live (see address above). “ho knows, by a month from now 
(when you folks will get to read this) I may even be unpacked... 


As you may recall, when our hero left off, he was valiantly searching 
for an apartment. Sitting in Valli's apartment with a well-mangled copy 
of the Evanston Review, he dialed again and again, trying to find someone 
at home where the apartment had not already been rented. He would be 
leaving for Filkcon the next day, so if he didn't find one now, he'd 
have to wait a week and a half and return with his father to continue 
the search. All in all, a grim prospect for our hero. But although 
he had spent the entire day dialing and redialing, he had had absolutely 
no luck. One ad had held out promise, but when he finally succeeded in 
contacting the manager, she informed him that she wasn't going to show 
the apartments until Saturday. Drat! Other ads remained though, and 
he returned to the paper and dialed again. 


That time, he got lucky. 


Seriously, I'm now ensconsed in a four room, one bedroom apartment 
about a mile and a half from campus. I'm paying (my parents are paying) 
$290/month for the place, which looks real good compared to the $270 
for the two point five room studio apartment that I mentioned last time. 
Now all I have to do is get the curtains up... 


The most important thing to be done upon moving into a new apartment 
(after making sure that you have light, water, and gas) is obtaining a 
telephone. Without a telephone, you are a non-entity, out of touch with 
the rest of the world. With a phone, the world is at your fingertips. 
(I must have been reading ad copy for Ma Bell...) 


Also, it's real helpful in keeping you from going stir—crazy. 
Consider that I've been on PLATO for the last six years-—-when I got 
sufficiently bored, I could always go over to the computer and find 
something to do. This doesn't work so well when the nearest terminal 
is several miles away (if they'll let you use it). Maybe I'll start 
writing again. (Maybe I'll find out that I've got a ton of homework... 
*shudder*...but it's got to be better than lab work.) 


Speaking of telephones--Chicago is one of the cities served by ITT's 


EERE REE EH RHEE TE EME He IE HE EH SE HE IE EME SEE EE EE EE KEE EEE HE HIE HEH EH EH 
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City Call service. Basically, this allows you to make long distance 
phone calls during the evening and at night at rates considerably lower 
than those charged by Bell. There are, of course, a few catches. 


First, this only applies to long distance calls that go out of the 
state (in my case, Illinois). Second, it only connects about a hundred 
or so major cities. (You can't call Podunk Iowa this way.) Third, you've 
got to be running a long distance bill of over $20 per month for this to 
save you any money. Fortunately, I qualify on all three counts. 


The start-up charge is $30. The monthly charge for being connected 
to the ITT system is $10. The rates are sharply lower. Take, for example, 
a call to Milwaukee WI. During the daytime, the rates are only slightly 
lower than Bell: 26¢/minute vs. 27¢ for Bell (I'm ignoring the Bell 
surcharge for first minute--on long calls, the effect is negligible.) 
From 5 to 11 PM, you start seeing a bigger difference as the business 
customers drop off the long lines, giving them a lot of surplus capacity—— 
ITT 11i¢, Bell 18¢. And after 11 PM and on weekends, it goes to ITT 5¢, 
Bell 1l¢. So if you make enough long distance calls to areas served by 
the ITT system (about 3 hours/month), you save money. (Presumably, if 
you're calling places further away than Milwaukee, you can save back 
your investment in less phone time.) 


All in all, it seems to be worth hooking into. Anything that will 
keep my phone bills down is a blessing. 


The long lines I refer to above are normally microwave links between 
the assorted "major" cities on the ITT system. I mention this only 
because it allows me to drift nicely into the subject I was planning 
on talking (typing?) about... 


The time is September 1955, At Astounding Science Fiction, dianetics 
is out, psionics is in. And in Brass Tacks, Joan Campbell printed the 
following letter (reproduced here in its entirety—-after all, how many 
people reading this have that issue?): 


Something in your April issue editorial caused me to roll out my 
typewriter for another letter. This was your query in the final paragraph 
as to whether what we need now are more amateur psionists. 


About three years ago I began systematic research on the effects of 
microwaves on the human mind and body, and by degrees (and pure chance), 
blundered into just this topic. I had read of Dr. Rhine's experiments, 
but as a trained engineer (B.S. and M.S.), was quite content to leave 
this ephemeral field to psychologists and psychic researchers. Indeed, 
I did not engage in the studies through my own choice, but through what 
seemed sheer survival necessity! 


While exposed to certain electromagnetic radiation fields I noted 
such bizarre effects on both mind and body that I felt impelled to 
investigate them with a view to anticipating conditions possibly dan- 
gerous to both health and sanity. In doing this, discoveries were made 
which——even today~-seem too fantastic for sober consideration. Out of 


these some were verifiable and reproducible. One of these was the actual 
experience of telepathy with a number of different individuals. I am now 
in a position to describe these phenomena, a. theory for its causative 
factors and occurrence, and simple apparatus by means of which these 
phenomena can be duplicated and checked independently. It is quite 
possible and even probable, as in the case of Dr. Rhine's experiments, 
that certain individuals will be found who already possess the necessary 
mental equipment to a marked degree. 


Even to those who already possess these faculties, the key to its 
recognition and control lies in a course of training and conditioning 
of the mind. It seems now, from the experimental evidence, that a 
majority of our population already possess these latent psi abilities, 
but do not recognize and use them. The reason for the existence of these 
telepathic faculties is the prolonged exposure of these segments of the 
population to a wide-band radio-frequency spectrum over a prolonged 
period of time. The reason for their inability to recognize and use 
them is not the inability to perceive these communications-~rather it 
is lack of mental training which will enable them to discriminate and tune 
in one message to the exclusion of a very large amount of "noise". 
People who have not developed their telepathic powers to the recognition 
point, but still have developed them, will receive these messages in 
the part of the brain that is not consciously occupied—-and often act 
hypnotically on them. Thus if they do not develop and use them, they 
may be seized temporarily by others and used for their own purposes. 
Thus it seems imperative--if we are on the verge of a telepathic age 
anyway-~that people learn to recognize and use these faculties. Otherwise, 
of course, we may sacrifice by default a force potentially greater than 
the atom bomb to the first neo Genghis Khan who comes along. 


Obviously results cannot be guaranteed to everyone at this time-~but 
if sufficient interest is aroused in sincere and talented amateurs, it is 
likely that more than a few will be found who possess the necessary 
basic equipment—namely in their headbone. The technical part is rela- 
tively easy——though of course not a priori obvious to one who has not 
(as I have) spent three years in intensive research. I propose an article 
to describe the basic theory to date, and one or two simple pieces of 
equipment which can be homemade by anyone with the time to spare. As 
for the rest, that requires a period of intensive directed study. 

These basic discoveries lay the foundations for further studies in a 
new field of mental science, which may be Man's crowning achievement. 
Our greatest problems today are social,psychological, and spiritual. 
They have not succumbed to the methods of physical science except in a 
few isolated instances. The foundations of Twentieth Century Science 
were built by sincere and talented amateurs, rather than "authorities" 
bogged down in orthodoxy. Such could be the case here, 


Even though I have been employed full time as a structural engineer, 
I still found time for private investigations. Unless there are other 
workers in the field who can pool their knowledge however, I expect that 
little will come of it. (Incidentally I have so improved my own health 
and mental efficiency in the process, that even at the present stage of 
being three years, and several thousand dollars worth of equipment in 


the hole--I consider the effort worthwhile.) This is more than a parlor 
stunt--the development of telepathic faculties would give us a powerful 
new tool in mental science—-one which could well be instrumental in 
solving some of our pressing problems.--T.0. Jothun 


Campbell's response: If the phenomenon could be made reproducible 
enough for study-—~! 


Obviously this is another one of the "pleasantly dotty" letters that 
ASF printed. (See other issues for letters on dianetics, dowsing, the 
Hieronymus machine, and the Dean Drive.) The writer makes reference to 
a proposed article--—as far as I know, the article was never printed. 
There are a number of possibilities: the article was never written, 
the contents appeared dangerous (microwaves being a health hazard), or 
Jvc was afraid of getting sucked into another dianetics fiasco. I can't 
ask him--he's dead. (The first one to suggest a medium will be asked to 
leave the room...) 


Being a frugal sort, if this was all there was, I wouldn't waste 
the money to get this xeroxed. But I happen to have here an article 
from the St. Louis Globe-Democrat dated November 27, 1976: 


Soviets Reportedly Study Mind-Bending Radiation 


By Barton Reppert 
Associated Press Writer 


A newly declassified U.S. Defense Intelligence Agency report says 
extensive Soviet research into microwaves might lead to methods of 
causing disoriented human behavior, nerve disorders, or even heart 
attacks. 


“Soviet scientists are fully aware of the biological effects of low- 
level microwave radiation which might have offensive weapons application," 
says the report, based on an analysis of experiments conducted in the 
Soviet Union and Eastern Europe. ; 


According to the study, the research work suggests "the potential 
for the development of a number of antipersonnel applications." 


Microwave beams are the electronic basis of radar and are widely 
used for relaying long-distance telephone calls. Other common sources 
of microwaves include television transmitters. 


A copy of the study was provided by the agency to the Associated 
Press in response to a request under the freedom of Information Act. 
The Pentagon agency refused to release some portions of the study, 
saying they remain classified on national security grounds. 


The report made no direct mention of the Soviet microwave bombardment 
of the U.S. Embassy in Moscow, where despite strong American protests 
the radiation continues, though at reduced levels. 


Up to now, the view most widely accepted among State Department 
officials in Washington has been that the Soviets appear to be using 
the microwave beams to foil sophisticated U.S. electronic intelligence- 
gathering equipment at the embassy. 


The State Department issued an administrative notice Nov. 12 declaring 
Moscow "an unhealthful post," but no link was officially drawn between 
this move and the radiation situation. Department spokesmen insist 
medical tests have found no adverse health effects attributable to 
the microwaves. 


The Soviets have denied beaming radiation at the embassy, contending 
that the microwaves are simply part of the normal backsround radiation 
found in any major city. 


The Pentagon agency's report, distributed within the government 
last March, said the biological effect that could be used against people 
is the phenomenon known as "microwave hearing." 


"Sounds and possibly even words which appear to be originating 
intracranially (within the head) can be induced by signal modulation 
at very low average power densities," the study said. It added that 
“combinations of frequencies and other signal characteristics to pvro- 
duce other neurological effects may be feasible in several years." 


The report concluded that Soviet research in this area "has creat 
potential for development into a system for disorienting or disrupting 
the behavior patterns of military or diplomatic personnel; it could 
be used equally well as an interrogation tool." 


Well, now this sounded suspiciously familiar (actually, I read the 
newspaper revort first, filed it away, and came across the letter several 
years later). What Jothun reports as "telepathy" and the DIA reports as 
‘microwave hearing" seem remarkably similar to me. 


So we have here two independent reports of the same phenomenon (I 
can't believe that the Soviets read ASF and concocted their results for 
leaking to the DIA) which, to the best of my knowledge, has not been 
confirmed by official testing in the U.S. Consider also that the Soviet 
guidelines for microwave exposure are much more strict than ours. [It 
may also be worth noting that the Soviet government (as nearly as I can 
tell from things I read in the popular press) is much more interested 
in psionic research that the U.S. government is. 


I don't claim to know what's going on. But there is certainly some 
phenomenon here that can be observed—-whether a psi phenomenon or strictly 
a physical one. It certainly deserves further investigation, but if it 
has been investigated, I haven't heard about the results being published. 
And I have no plans to dose myself with microwaves to see what happens. 
(Thanks, but no thanks.) 


And I keep thinking about how it can be useful to publish false 
reports on classified subjects to mislead the enemy... 


And now it's egoboo (or egoblast, depending) time--it's more: 
MATLINGCOMMENTS t MATLINGCOMMENTS [MAILINGCOMMENTS ! MATLINGCOMMENTS ! MAILING 


AT #8 had the good grace to arrive in Belleville at about the time 
I was running out of things to read that I hadn't read before (I'd just 
gotten through with a year's worth of Reader's Digest, which tells you 
how things were going). It was well thumbed through before I left for 
points north... 


I think I've got all the postmailings (and premailings) except for 
Greg's (shame on you, Greg!), so here goes... 


555: Yes, Dick's proposal sounds fine. Hope this wasn't too hard to 
find. 


The problem with guest GIBs is that you have to know two months 
ahead of time (when you type up the 555 Times) that you're going to be 
too busy to get the next issue out. Otherwise, either the contributions 
will go to the wrong address (yours), or they'1l1 have to forwarded to the 
guest GTB for the issue. Trying to inform the mob after the mailings 
will be either impossible (word of mouth) or expensive (postcards to all). 


LASERGRAM: I've lived in St. Louis in the summer and it can be survived. 
Air conditioning is helpful, though, It's not the heat, it's the humidity. 
Of course, I went without AC all summer in Shampoo-Banana and lived 
(although the glue in my British hardback copy of "The Number of the Beast"! 
melted). 


Did Greg explain to you why "it's Bentley's fault? Also, I believe 
that "Techies have no sex" translates to "Techies get no sex". However, 
ask Dick Smith about the grapes... 


Let's talk about the draft! I think it stinks. The problem is that 
the people who set the priorities have decided that a draft may well be 
preferable to paying military personnel a wage that makes it attractive 
for them to remain in the Armed Forces, After all, that would increase 
the defense budget, and we all know that the defense budget should be 
reduced so that we can spend more money on those marvelous social programs... 


This is obviously bullshit (he said, mincing no words). What we're 
short of are the trained personnel-—they tend to set their expensive 
training, serve their hitch, and head off into industry where they are 
much better paid and their lives are their own. It's got to be more 
expensive to keep training these people than it would be to pay the ones 
who are already trained so that they'll stick around. Note also that a 
draft doesn't solve this problem--it merely gets you more untrained 
people who you train and lose when their enlistment is up. 


Then there's the "acceptable levels of megadeaths" that you refer to. 
I think that it is obvious that no one in their right mind wants to have 
their country obliterated by nuclear weapons. (Wiping out another country 
is ok, which is why I worry about first strike capabilities, satellite— 


based missile defense systems, and the like.) The problem is that our 
current defense policies may actually force us to start a nuclear war. 

We do not have the conventional forces to defend against a Soviet assault 
with conventional forces. If the Soviets decided to launch a conventional 
attack on West Germany, our options might prove to be extremely limited. 
We could fight a conventional war which we would probably lose, or we 
could threaten to start a nuclear war and launch our missiles at the 
Soviet Union if they didn't withdraw. The latter option is instantly 
suicidal-—-all that would happen would be a return strike if we actually 
launched that would kill tens or hundreds of millions of Americans, and 
knowing that, how can we consider it? The alternative is slower suicide-- 
an invitation to the Soviets to pick off one country after another with 
conventional forces until the U.S. is completely isolated-—and we cannot 
survive without imported raw materials, nor will we be able to in the 
foreseeable future. 


I don't like these alternatives. 
DONNA: re yr ct Mary Lynn—-um, um, um...it's probably a bad idea to 
reply to a personal letter in an APA unless you plan to quote the letter-- 
and in this case, I don't think you want to quote the letter. I have 
a feeling that I can infer the contents, but... 


Sometime, I'll print my favorite nasty letter here... 


TT: I noticed the story ended a little abruptly, but I suppose that's 
natural since it was only the first part of the story... 


ROLF: Damn! Sorry to hear about your stereo--I hope that never happens 
tO M@.ee 


(Did you know that Rolf bends tire irons in his spare time?) 


I have the impression that your zine was supposed to have more pages. 
What happened? 


GORDON: RAEBNC 


ANISE WEAPON: The UPS mailings sound like a good idea, if we get enough 
people together to make it worthwhile. (Renee, please note...) 


Frankly, I figure we've had a pinhead stooge for President for the 
last four years... 


Re yr ct Rolf: the other story is "If This Goes On", I believe? 


Is your low temperature superconductor the sulfur-nitrogen polymer 
I mentioned last issue? 


And about those filksong questions--Bob and Anne brought down a 
lot of them from Chicago, thinking we were in College Bowl format anc 
that they would make good bonus questions (the chicken ones would have 
been much better as bonus). It turned out to be Jeonardy format, so we 


rewrote the questions slightly and used them anyway. At least everyone 
was at an equal disadvantage... Also, what I found unbelievable about 
"Close, But No Cigar" was that you guys actually tried to answer the 

20 point question after what happened with the 10 point one... 


Enjoyed the report on Dyson's article. Tell me, is it possible that 
the Big Bang was a result of quantum mechanical leakage from a universe- 
sized black hole? 


DOUG: Congratulations on the job. 


I figure that the Millenium Falcon could easily have spent several 
days in the slug's belly while making repairs. That would solve most 
of the timing problems that you observed. You're right, though, that 
Empire suffers somewhat from middle~of~the-trilogy syndrome... 


It's impossible for anyone to try to change the English language 
by brute force (i.e., chairperson). What's more, it's rather silly. 
Desexing English is as impossible as trying to convert to phonetic 
spelling, and much more useless... 


Re yr ct re Jerry--I've explained to Jerry that he has two choices: 
he can either run Filkcon, or get married. However, I might be persuaded 
to let him off light, and only require him to join APA-TECH... 


GRETCHEN: I don't think we know enough about climatology to say whether 
Tatooine and Hoth are reasonable planets. Consider that Venus is one 
big desert and Pluto is almost certain to be one big ball of ice. Of 
course, neither of them support life... 


I take it that Doug is not a scoundrel? Or is it that one scoundrel 
is not enough? 


KEITH: At least you have a car. When I lived in L.A., I was too young 
to drive. The California stop is used in the St. Louis area too-—but 
we call it the Missouri stop... 

/ 

The thing that bothered me most about TESB is that some of the 
characterizations seemed to be subtly wrong. In fact, the only one who 
really felt right to me was Luke. In the previous film, Darth Vader 
was an evil man——-in this film he is evil incarnate. His use of the Force 
in the previous film where he demonstrated that he could kill the officer 
at will was much more impressive to me than his casually disposing of 
anyone who "failed him" in TESB. A man who is truly powerful does not 
have to kill (or punish)—it's the threat of death (or punishment) that 
is much more powerful! 


Meanwhile, Leia, who in the first film was forceful and efficient, 
seems to be much less so here. She held up much better under Vader's 
inquisition than she did under the relatively minor problems she had 
in TESB. (In SW they lost Alderaan, her home planet. In TESB, all 
that they lost was Hoth. And her imprisonment on Eespin was surely 
less stressful than her captivity on the Death Star...) 


Han seemed to be more a caricature of his original self. In SW, he 
was merely cocky. In TESB, he starts to become downright obnoxious. 
And Threepio sounds more like a tin-plated Dr. Smith than ever... 


MUBETAN: Sorry, Mike. (There's really not much else you can say...) 


Re yr ct to Doug: Of course you don't glow in the dark. You do, 
however, grumble in the morning. (Mike really looks strange when he 
is dragged out of bed to answer the phone or some such...) 


I can testify to the fact that Mike's computer glows on channel 3. 
BILL~EL: (Last survivor of the doomed planet Krypton, right?) 


IBM typewriter, bah! You are eminently disgusting. Do you have/ 
plan to buy a micro, and if so, will you be able to interface the two? 
This gives you an excellent excuse not to go to (unreadable) ditto, since 
now you'll be able to squeeze more text on the page since you're using 
elite type instead of pica... 


Re yr ct to Keith (aren't abbreviations wonderful?): one of the 
greatest services our generation could perform for the American male 
would be the elimination of the tie, just as our fathers eliminated 
the hat... 


For fans of Saturday morning cartoons (this means you, Bill), one 
new series will be (I think) "Thundarr and the Barbarians" and is created 
and written by Steve Gerber, former writer of Howard the Duck, the Defenders, 
ete. This could be strange. Also, Jack Kirby will be working on the art 
for the new Space Ghost episodes. Kirby always did draw good futuristic 
machines and the like. His people, however... 


You left half a page blank! Waste not, want not... 


JAMIE: Damn! There's my nose sticking into someone else's argument 
again. Oh well, what's an APA for? 


I have never heard an acceptable rationale for astrology (acceptable 
to me, anyway-—some people seem to be couvinced...). ‘On the other hand, 
you asked for a rationale for the function of Tarot cards, and in best 
Tom Lehreresque fashion, I have a modest example... 


Assumption the first: psi powers work. (You're welcome to disagree 
with any of these assumptions, by the way, but recognize that they are 
necessary to this rationale. One can substitute other assumptions (for 
instance, that invisible omnipotent beings are manipulating the cards—— 
but not in this discussion!)) 


Assumption the second: in most people, psi is primarily an activity 
of the subconséious mind. 


Now, shuffling a deck of cards is not really a way of randomizing 
them. John Scarne, without benefit of psi powers~-—just using his eyes 


and sense of touch, uses shuffling as a method of locating every card 

in the deck. It is possible that, using psi subconsciously, shuffling 
a deck could result in order being imposed upon it. (This might explain 
the ChUSFA bridge phenomenon known as "Dealer's Option''~—the chances of 
the dealer being able to open appear (we never did statistical studies) 
to be far less than the average; thus, he exercises dealer's option and 
passes. Note that the opposing partnership was the one that handled 

the cards--one player "made" the deck, the other cut it--and that no one 
around ChUSFA has sufficient skill to rig this by sleight of hand.) 


In the case of a bridge hand, there is widespread agreement on the 
meaning of the symbols. There is less agreement on the meaning of the 
symbols on Tarot cards. These vary from reader to reader, It would be 
desirable to have both the reader and the readee agree on the meaning 
of the symbols. On the other hand, a "good" reader may be good because 
he/she possesses sufficient psi power to impose order upon the cards in 
the absence of such agreement. 


Also, since Tarot cards are a redundant medium--—that is to say, any 
of several cards can be placed in a particular spot to produce a similar 
meaning (depending on how they are interpreted by the reader)--it is not 
necessary to impose an extraordinarily high level of order upon the deck. 


Other interesting sidelights: one common statement about Tarot cards 
is that "they do not specify the time of an occurance", If Tarot cards 
are actually subject to subconscious manipulation, this sugsests that 
the subconscious mind is procuring information from the future and that 
it has no idea from when. This leads to interesting discussions on 
precognition, all of which I intend to avoid at this point. (For some 
discussion of this subject, you might try "To Ride Pegasus" by Anne 
MeCaffrey. ) 


Conjecture is all well and good——how about some proof? I can't 
supply that, because I haven't carried out the sort of massive statistical 
studies that would be necessary to prove the above hypothesis. It should 
be amenable to study via the scientific method--but it is necessary to 
take into account that the hypothesis predicts that different readers 
will have different accuracies, just as in chemistry, different lab 
workers attempting the same preparation under identical conditions may 
produce greatly varying yields. In both fields, there is an experimenter 
effect. {It may be easier to rationalize such an effect in chemistry——for 
instance, one worker improperly controlled the temperature, the other did 
not~-but we have instruments to measure temperature, and we don't have 
them to measure and categorize psi effects...) 


Ah well, all you asked for was a postulated mechanism,. so I. think 
I'll leave it at that... 


Dept. of Space Filling: Latest rumor about Revenge of the Jedi 
(do Jedi take revenge?) is that there will be a 15 year jump either 


before or during the next movie. Maybe it's a flash—forward? 


Also, there's an interview with George Lucas in Fortune magazine. 


a Be 
ry 
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I got a bad electrical shock 
yesterday but 


IT ONLY HERTZ WHEN I OSCILLATE! (Otherwise known as Fanchild in - 
the Promised Land #2) 


being a zine for the Apatech 8 disty by Keith Thorne, bemused observer 
and frustrated essayist. (c) 1980 by Keith Thorne for Another Half- 
Baked Production Publications, Discorporated. All complaints, homeless 
bank accounts and small furry things that go Ook!Ook! may be sent to 


Home : Office: 
2608 Vanderbilt Ln.#C Hughes Aircraft Co. 
Redondo Beach, Ca. 90278 6/E182 
Centinela & Teale 
(213) 372-9183 Culver City, Ca. 90230 


(213) 391-0711 x6227 


HWKKEREKAKEREREKREKRERREEKREREEKREER EK KEKRE RARE EKER EKER RE KK ER EKER EKREKAKAKERREKEER 


I better butter up your egos before assaulting (a-salt-ting?!) you 
with my bi-monthly diatribe, so here are the mailing comments or 


EGOSCAN ONE, SKIP TWO 


Renée - I would be quite willing to be a substitute GTB, (Don't forget 
those.3¢ Xeroxes) but alas my supply of possible collators is 
non-existent. Maybe I could slip it into an APA-L collation. 
Also my off-axis location would introduce increased mail-lags. 


Dave L. - So you want to know what Moopsball is? Tis time for your 
enlightenment, kind sir. The -origin of this fannish silli- 
ness was a humorous :article that appeared in Orbit 17 which 
parodied organized sports. For some perverse reason known 
only to the Smofs, the celebrants at the Clarion Workshop 
Tenth(?) Anniversary Bash, held at Moose U in the summer of 
1977 decided to play/stage a scaled-down and formalized ver- 
sion. The event was covered in a report in"Greasy Kid StF", 
an obscure fanzine, by an even more obscure author. Various 
games of it have been played since then at Midwest fan gather- 
ings and conventions. Muskwatz, God of wind, is Sam Moskowitz, 
an old New York fan. One problem with the Pacer, or squashed- 
bug, design is its inefficient use of space. Much of the 
utility of the extra width is lost due to the encroachment on 
head space caused by the sloping sides. 


Donna - I miss seeing you, too. While I am out here in the West, I am 
definitely going to try to get to Colorado and the Rockies. As 
for love/----, I have much more often been an observer rather 
than a participant. Thus my view may lack a certain validity. 
In a "relationship", each party has their own distinct percep- 
tion of their commitment or "love" for the other parties. Even 
in what we might feel is an ideal relationship of mutual affec- 
tion, these perceived commitment levels will not be equal. One 
way to define a "healthy" two-partied relationship is that each 
has reached a "minimum caring level". Gawd, now I'm making a 
science out of it. Bad move. I prefer the romantic approach. 
Much more fun. 
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R. E. Smith - RAEBNC 


Rolf - 


Gordon 


Bill R. 


Bill H. 


Doug - 


I am sorry to here about your stereo. Right now any burglar 
would be sadly dissapouinted if he broke into my apartment. Al] 
he might net would be a $20 radio. I see that Windycon 3 was 
your first con, also. As for your quiz, here are my answers: 
1-b,2-c,3-c,4-b,5-c,6-b,/-d,8-c. I'm still unsure about #4. 


- Please send me your postmailing. If I had known you. were com- 
ing to LA-idback City, we could of had dinner or something. 
We have actually met before, though my impression may not have 
been too deep. I had Saturday lunch at Minicon with you and 
Dave Filpus. Congratulations on your new job at Cray. I 
spotted your business card at the LASFS clubhouse. That is a 
verygood article on Ambercon. Is the writer a fan? 


- Just be glad you are not attending UCLA. The campus is smack 
in the middle of the "posh" zone of LA - Beverly Hills, West- 
wood, étc. The LA vacancy rate is less than 1%! Students 
would have committed heinous acts to get the apartment you 
turned down. If you never buy anything at art auctions, what 
are thoseitems you had adorning your bedroom walls-chemical 
abstracts? Do 1 detect a slight reference to a certain bet- 
ter-left-forgotten con flyer? Even if you won't believe me, 
I wasn't thinking of you when I wrote it. 


- As for emigrating,I could just go join my father's distant 
relations in Newfoundland. I already play ice hockey and 
possess a Canadian-type name. I am currently plowing through 
Gravity's Rainbow. Have encountered the "wine jellies" scene 
that Barry liked so much. As you know, entropy is only part 
of the equation. How else do you explainthe development of 
increasing-complex carbon-based life? Of course this proba- 
bly means that humans are some sort of lowest-energy state. 

I will take a look at that article by Dyson if I can finda 
source of RMP's, 


Heartiest congratulations on your new job! If this space situ- 
ation keeps up, I might start thinking of defecting. Mayhaps 
Renee can teach me Russian. Your comment about that thesis on 
Baum's 0z books brings up the old debateon how should a work of 
literature be treated. Should it be considered as if written by 
"anonymous", or does knowledge of the author enhance the work's 
meaning? Andif one gets a totally different interpretation of 
the work than what the author has intended, does that make the 
interpretation invalid? 


Gretchen - Sorry I can't oblige you, but as a scoundrel I am a failure. 


As for spelling, part of my ability in this area is derived 
from doing a great number of crossword puzzles, at least one 
a day. Recently I have also begun "flashing" on Jumbies, 
that is doing them only in my head. 


Valli - What? No zine this ish? Must be Windyapa sapped your strength. 


Remember, velour ain't nothing but louver rearranged. 
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Jamie - RAEBNC 


Greg - Congratulations on the Orbital Dynamicist position’(That's three 
new jobs this ish) Sounds much more interesting than your present 
one. Now you should put all your calculations and dire predic- 
tions together and publish "The Limits to (APATECH) Growth". As 
for The Third World Way it definitely ispushing the viewpoint 
that our military capability is presently inadequate and must be 
upgraded as fast as possible. Have we now sunk to making refer- 
ences to"Blazing Saddles". 


Bill L. - Does this mean you were a cyst-em programmer? A large envelope 
of clippings, etc. should be posting its way towards you. 
Good scrounging job on that Selectric. Something like that 
is a bit more difficult to carry off at a security instal- 
lation like Hughes.(These aren't the elctronics you are look- 
ing for, these aren't the...) As for ine titles, you can 
always fallback on a pun of some sort. 


So much for payingthe Bills. On to new business. 


I hope all of those that made it to Worldcon had a wonderful time. Due 
to distance and no vacation time, I opted out. Instead I spent the © 
holiday being sick with mononucleosis, with tonsils the size of golfballs 
I was back to work in less than a week, much to the surprise of my doc- 
tor. Where I got it I don't know. Haven't kissed anybody lately. 


As for other conventions, I will be attending Windycon 7. Hurray! As I 
already have my plane tickets, room reservations (Thank you American 

Express) and con registration, It would be hard to back out now. Also 
have my tickets to and from Chicago for Christmas and New Year's time. 


As for the difficulties of fan/mundane marraiges, that type of problem 
crops up anytime one partner has a consuming interest, and the group of 
friends which go along with it, which the other does not share. Either 
the latter embraces the former's interest and makes it their own, or 
theformer must decrease his involvement in said interest so as not to 
make his mate feel left out. 


Since we seem to be defining things,.I wish to coin the term "the glibs". 
What are the glibs? Let me set up a typical situation. Someone is 
trying to explain an involved topic to another. Suddenly the explainer 
discovers this wonderful metaphor to use. It doesn't fit the actual 
system very well, but it sounds sooo good. So he uses it. This is 

"an attack of the glibs". Another case is cliche-y, qoutable answers 

to difficult. If done with malice, it is known as "sidestepping an 
issue". 


THE DREAM VS. REALITY, OR STAR WOES 


As children we all possess dreams of what we wish to have as adults, 
what avocations we desire to pursue. The status of these dreams, as 
to whether they are realized or not, is resolved in most cases when 
we grow up. Either we acheive these ambitions or we fail. Normally we 
"fail" because the job is not what we expected, or our wants change 
as we mature, or we find that we are not capable enough, that others 
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are better athletes, doctors, managers, etc. But what if one "fails" 
because the career, although promised, does not exist yet, that in 
effectone's dreams are"put on hold"? In case you haven't guessed al- 
ready, I am refering to careers in outer space. When most of us were 
growing up the Mercury, Gemini, and Apolio programs were promising the 
openingof a new era, of a new frontier. Those of us who embracedthis 
idea the most set about ensuring that we would not be left behind. We 
studied math,science and other technical matters to be prepared. We 
sought the best education possible, we kept our noses clean. We shied 
away from emotional commitments that might hamper us when the call came. 
But the other side of the contract was not kept. Once the fickle, 
fleetins public interest waned, we were left nickle-and-diming our way 
to the starts. Now those os us who are still committed are at a loss 
as to what to do in the interim. Do we continue to play the waiting . 
game, to meander through life until the golden ring can be grasped? 

Or do we drop these dreams and take up new lives, new hopes so we can 
win back those aspects of our lives we have forsaken in our drive for 
this goal? Or is there a middle road which allows our acceptance of 
and participation in everyay society without destroying our ability to 
grab the dream when, and if, it becomes possible? 


Since I now commute to work 10 miles each way in mostly bumper-to- 
bumper traffic, I've made a study of car license plates and bumper 
stickers. The one I felt was most hypocritical was the plate "LIV 4 GOD" 
on a brand new BMW. Also seen was the sticker "love an Q.T.". What 

is and 0.T., you ask? Why an Operating Thetan,of course. Before you 
dun me with the next question, an Operating Thetan is one of the levels 
of enlightenmentof members of the Church of Scientology! 


For those who doubt the predictive nature of science fiction, consider 
the following:1)Norman Spinrad's short story "Carcinoma Angels", in 
Dangerous Visions, was about a man who decides to fight the cancer 
ravaging him by using his mind to wage war against it with his body. 

He imagines the cancer as a motercycle gang, the-Carcinoma Angels. He 
cures it, but his mind his trapped within his own body. 2) The cover 
story of the September Psychology Today is "Fighting Cancer with Images” 


I see that a number of APATECHans have played wargames at sometime or 
another with obvious enjoymnet. I confess that I too have shared this 
vice at various times in the recent past. The following isnot ment to 
attack this pasttime, but rather as an observation. Here in the military- 
indusrial complex we have our conflict simulations, too. They are 

known as mission analyses. But these games are for real, kiddies! 

They are used to decide how many weapons and troops of what sorts should 
be used to fight wars. This is all done with the intention that we will 
fight wars at some time. Nobody who designs anything here at Highes 
ever has. to use it himself. System analysts and designers work in a 
sterile world of bandwidths, finite element models and data from actual 
systems. They never find themselves waist-deep in a muck filled crater 
trying to fire a rocket at a tank whichlooks much larger and nastier 
than a table of ranges and kill percentages ever did. At times I lapse 
into arguing over which systems have more "bang for the buck", over 
which are better and deadlier. I then catch myself and remember that 

I am talking about killing people and how effectively it can be done. 

It is very sobering as I become horrified at my own flippance. 


Next time: Reviews of the “popsci generation" new magazines. Outer space 
Frederick Jackson Turner. Pro-space groups-out of the closet. 


INCORRECT THOUGHTS #3 
Marty Franz's 'zine for Apa-Tech #9 


Hello again, It seems I always end up typing in my 'zine at the last 
minute. Once again, having too many projects is the cause. The worst 
thing is, a lot has happened to me in the few months since - when was 
it, May? -~ I made my last entry. Well, be patient, and I'll try to 
get it ail out somehow. 


FEAR AND LOATHING AT IBM 


For starters, I left my job at IBM, It happened only three weeks ago, 
so if I don't sound real positive about it (yet) I trust you'll 
understand. It wasn't any particular terrible incident, just the 
belief that I'd be happier doing what I do in a less hectic and more 
informal environment. So, I've joined the American Computer Center, 
Inc. (hereafter called ACCI in these pages) as a consultant and 
programmer. At my new job my present duties are the development of a 
Screen Manager for some fullscreen data entry programs and support of 
a local System/32 customer who's trying to get a General Ledger 
package up and running. The good parts are working with Mike and Al, 
two good friends of mine; being able to write software in "C"; and 
having lots of neat CP/M and MP/M systems to play with. 


Actually, my motives for leaving IBM are worth examining a bit more 
closely. I see this move as a chance to slowly and safely test the 
field of independent consulting. Ramesh, my boss, doesn't mind me 
doing outside work or writing software of my own. At IBM, a host of 
restrictions kept me from this, and while I liked the security I had 
there the lure of someday being able to do independent work was too 
much to pass up. It's too bad the fact that Detroit's economy has 
gone casters-up of late makes it a bigger risk than it should be: when 
I left the Mother Company a few weeks ago, our branch office had gone 
from the best year on record to one of the worst, all due to the slump 
in the auto industry. I guess as long as I can pay my bilis I 
shouldn't complain, but wish me luck anyway. 


I suppose I should co on from here into a tirade about the evil-ness 
of IBM and how I'm glad I've left. But I won't: if anything, my 
success at ACCI will depend on how well I put the lessons I learned at 
G49 to work in the small systems market; and I'm also going to miss a 
lot of the fine people I worked with. On the whole, it was a tough 
decision to make, but I think in the long run I did the right thing. 


Incorrect Thoughts... 
A NEW COMPUTER... 


Back in July, I cashed in Moira, my trusty PET, for an S100 system. 
After numerous delays and changes in hardware, it's up and running at 
last with 32K, CP/M 2.1, and a single 8" Altair floppy disk. The day 
after I brought the new system home, I noticed ~- get this - that the 
8" diskettes I used at work ACTUALLY FIT in my disk drive at home! Can 
you beat that? What a coincidence! And, lo and behold, there were all 
these old APAR diskettes just laying around begging for use... 


Anyway, this apa comes to you via the new system, VEDIT, an old 
version of TEX I found lying around the storeroom (literally) and some 
all-night typing. After hungrily eyeing all you folks with WPed apas 
for the last few issues, I can finally wreak my revenge! 


Can anyone think of a good name for a computer? 
».-AND WHAT I'M DOING WITH IT 


For a long time, the idea of writing a computer language like BASIC or 
Pascal has appealed to me, I'm not sure I want to analyze my motives. 
At any rate, a few years ago while working on APL for the IBM 8100 I 
ran across a description of CONVERS, a language put out by the Digital 
Group people. It told how the language was comprised of a few small 
subroutines linked together by a stack for passing data and results. 
The thing that really struck me was that from these basic routines 
more complex and powerful functions could be easily written, I later 
learned that CONVERS was a dialect of a language called Forth, which 
was most recently featured in the August issue of Byte. 


Both Forth and CONVERS are called "threaded languages", This refers to 
the way the language is implemented on the computer, not to a 
particular syntax or set of functions. The way to think of threaded 
languages is as a set of tiny subroutines, each performing a very 
Specific function, For example, one subroutine might read a byte from 
a keyboard port or add two integers. To make passing data and results 
between these tiny routines easier, a data stack is used that all the 
little routines have access to. The routines take their input from the 
stack and put the results back on it. This way, all the routines share 
the same data with the same precedence, 


So what? I'll agree that individually these little routines are nearly 
worthless, The catch comes in the manner in which they can be glued 
together to make new routines. AS an example, the routine to read a 
byte from the keyboard can be called several times in succession to 
read a line. Thus, new functions are added to the language by 


Incorrect Thoughts... 


MAILING COMMENTS 


KEITH: See "Fear and Loathing..." for more about being a veteran of 
Corporate America. Someday, I'll write a book. This recent project of 
mine, Hourly Manpower Control, is an example of the Peter Principle in 
action: too many commitments and no resource, I hope your new job is 
better than my old one was in this regard. 


On driving a manual transmission: biggest thing for me to master was 
downshift from 5th not-into-second-but-fourth,. My little Civvie 
embarassed me more than once on expressway ramps when this maneuver 
was tried. Lurch! 


DOUG: re title "I think We're...": I had this dream around Worldcon 
where I was getting in front of all these people... I think I've 
exhausted all the "Jedi" and "Star Wars" gags I can possibly think of. 
As far as philosophy goes, I was trying to generate me's myself. 


DONNA: Didn't mean "multitude of sins" to sound so ominous, It's just 
that I have a few friends who've basically stopped doing a lot of 
things (like continuing their education or otherwise improving 
themselves) because the demands their marriages make on them prohibit 
it. When asked why they don't do these things, "I'm married" followed 
by a shrug serves as an explanation, It's as if life and personal 
growth stop for them as soon as the license is signed. 


ROD: 'Twas good meeting you at Rivercon, though much of the D&D stuff 
went by me. I liked your story, but you share the same "problem" I 
have when I write fiction: you tend to concentrate on technical 
details and not enough on people. Personally, I think details make 
the story more convincing and therefore better; but I think describing 
the characters more is also necessary to paint a complete picture for 
the reader, 


HIGGINS: Some comment hooks: men should be pregnant all the time... 


wait a minute, that's not right... if you're up to doing anagrams, 
you might want to look at the book "The Centuries of Nostrademus" by 
Erica Cheetham, I guess all his amazing prophecies were written in 


anagrams. 'Least it says so on the liner notes of my Al Stewart album. 


MIKE: (uh, Bentley) I also too have ideas about a portable computer 
system. I'm afraid my choice of hardware is more mundane: I'd like to 
see a single- board 6502 system running my language (when I get a 
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stringing - oops, threading - these functions together. A data 
structure called a "dictionary" keeps track of these user-defined 
functions and allows new definitions to be built from previous ones, 


Unfortunately, there are problems, The biggest one to me is the 
question of precedence, Which routine has dibs on the data first? In 
"normal" languages like FORTRAN or Pascal elaborate precedence is 
built into the syntax of the language to reflect algebraic usage: 
operations like multiplication get done before addition, etc. Also, 
whenever there are doubts as to who gets first crack at data there are 
parentheses around to resolve things, 


Now, there's no reason why we can't have that in our threads of little 
routines, But the easier way to do it is to use Reverse Polish 
Notation (RPN) to resolve the problem: whatever is on the stack is 
fair game for the currently-executing routine, and the user is 
responsible for keeping the order in which things get done straight. 
But RPN is backwards to most people, and you end up thinking like Yoda 
before too long. It becomes especially difficult to muddle through 
control structures like IF-THEN-ELSE when the thing you want to do 
LAST is the FIRST thing put onto the stack, 


So, to wrap this thing up, I'm working on a threaded language of my 
Own that (I hope) will be somewhat readable. In addition, I'm trying 
to provide a more comprehensive environment for the user than Forth 
does, with error messages and debugging facilties., I'm writing the 
language slowly but surely in "C" and I hope to have an integer 
version of the thing available by December or January for evaluation, 
Any help, advice, or criticism short of "give up" that anyone can give 
me will be appreciated, 


CONS, CONS, CONS 


I also went to a lot of conventions (for me) this summer: Westercon, 
held in Los Angeles during the July 4 holiday; Rivercon, held in 
August in Louisville, and Worldcon. I knew I was in for a rough time 
at Rivercon when the talk of the convention was how a guy named Tullio 
has lased passing boats from the "Belle of Louisville” last year, 
Sigh. Worldcon was revealing because I hadn't realized just how big 
the "fandom problem" (as the Hotel Management texts call it) was until 
I saw 7000 people jamming convention functions, Wasn't check-in 
uncomfortably like college resistration? But, at least the films. ran 
on time, 


Moving right along... 


Incorrect Thoughts... 


floating-point version working) with some kind of fast and/or reliable 
mass storage. The 5 1/4" disks you describe are, unfortunately, not 
very reliable, at least according to some of the “hardware types" I 
hang around with. The applications I have in mind for mine are 
calculation/remote terminal -type things. 


GREG: I liked your analysis of Apa-Tech's growth pattern, Did you 
remember to allow for carrying capacity and predation in your 
equations? 


And that's all this time... 
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I just borrowed this typwriter from the Soviet bubble chamber ex~ 
perimenters down the hall. hey had to remove the Cyrillic type ball 
they were using and give me the Roman one instead. It would to be 
neat to type some stuff in Russian here, but If don’t know any Russian 
Oh (as Keith would say) well. 
Mailing Comments 


| Pave Low~ I'm glad you enjoyed Whatcon. I had a ball being toag’4aster, 
and everything turned out well® despite ali the problems. But guess 
there will never be another one, Who says a con has to be given an ine 
finite number of times? 

Battle Beyond the Stars wasn’t an utter claseic, but it 43 fun, and 
well worth the $175. Y always like to see lots of model; whiz by. 

The campfire scene was uproariously funny, and there wer several other 
good moments. The destruction of the planet waz such mfe convincing 
than Alderan; the two bad guys in the fighter were lovable fraternity 
types; the gal dressed in solder was right off a Pla.et Stories cover; 
and the hungry alien was Cookie Monsterish. 

Your comment on fanzine timeslips such as * fou’re probably reading 
this long after the convention two weeks from ww is already over... 
seems to deman@ special grammar, all right, #2ildn't the oft=-discussed 
Language for time travelers be suited to the isk? A 

"If everything was a superconductor there's be no such thing as an : 
insulator...electronics {and power tools} would be impossible, and with» 
am out those two there'd be no GT..." Nonserse’ There would still be 
plenty of technology. Lasers, explosives, ese} engines, steam, nuc= 
dear power (fission, at least), mechznical and fluidic computers, sewing 
machines, and welding torches would still «xiat. And there would still 
be people puttering around with gadgetry i: basements and at SF cons. 
So General Technics could easily develop in such a world . ; 

f think the Techie Tarot is too big, tro much work for a whimsica) 
idea. How about this: Give your artist . sky map without constel- 
lations marked on it. Ask him to arrange it inte new constellations, 
employing modern mythology or his own imagination, and to illustrate 
them. This may even be a book idea, with several artists contributing. 
| Humm.... You have Thunderbirds Are Go? [n Bapanese?!? Please bring it 
to Windycon. X%m sure BILT Hainley would like to have St. By the way, 
the show is back on Channel 9 in tts old slot, 9530 MW. oe 

In The Eiying Sorcerers Musk-Watz, cod of wind, is Sam Moskowitz 


from another shift, you'd have to work the pr 
s ship i 


ne 


pe. vores wig Ne aus hs FS 
Gao fe gekermine ter 


Yen O°Cloek Squalor---==-two 


™~ 


seth shifts mee be equal in magnitude, since the speed involved 
is the same, For short, let 8 equal v/c, the relative speed 
the twe ships divided by the speed of light. Suppose the 44g! 
shining from your ship is a single color with feequenty vo. De 
is a whith may be familiar to you as the time dilation factor, ar 
sich certainly makes for a convenient shorthand: 


Ra 


€ 


iy 


i : 
oor nage anwar a eae 


Saas PUI T (whoops, plus sign shouldn't . 


be on top, but it doesn’: 
affect anything. ovo) 
Because the ships always move farther apart or closer together at 
a rate slower than the speed of Light, @ is always less than one, 
which makes y always bigger than one. 

Now the formula for the relativistic Doppler shift gives a valus 
for v', the frequency (pronounced “nu prime”) of the light as seen 
in the shifted reference frame. Assuming the light is traveiing 
in the same direction as the relative velocity, vv’ is equal to v 
multiplied by a factor which depends on Bp and y (and hence upen) 
the speeds a 7 \ 

vig wy (Lh aw } 
The reflected light can be cefisidered as a source of frequency v’ 
which ig Dopplered to a new frequency ve when it veaches your eyes 
‘Applying the above formula again, 

wits iy yl fh oo B ) 

But we know what v* ise= there's alr eady an equation which gives 
it. So substitute that value for v' into the equation for wv", 
and you have the answer: the cvlor of the light reflected from the 
ether ship. 

ve = fv yh © Bil y G=- B) 
qa vy Gh » 8 »? 

Now you can pick your favorite coior and your faverite speed, 
plug them into your pocket calculater, aml see what happens. 


Donna=- You sure didn't say much about the beautiful Rockies. 
Between several cousins in Colorade, the worldcan in Denver, anc 
& certain lovely theologian, I car hardly wait to head out “here 
Hext year. 


meters long, the mechanical 
& desiga would be monstrous. 


Rod=@=- Since the masa driver is gevs 
probiems invelwed with ar. annular=1 
Alse (heh, heh} you seem to have gcbkenm that the strong, constant«= 
field region of a solenoid ic inside vhe cylinder, so your poor 
bucket would be left sucking helplecsly on @ few stray lines of 
Korea. 
Your story was “xruiy Gernsbackian, Does the Department of Darenne 

stillh believe in "FLyOELS, © competition among several alomte aed 
co select the one they'll buy? I know this happened for the E~16/ 
F-17 and the A-9/A=-10. 

JHUCMH Cb My KeATIMSXPLB anpomMMOSA4cMuTs, .61234%567890-mlt=/" 3 $172 RAUVICEA MSM oALy: 
Wolf-~ "He has the strangth of three sigmas ( 30s) because his 
heexrt is pure.* Are you really gonna keypanch 15,000 words anto 
aw alge gees Ox doyou have acess to some secret databaae? : 


fvhends. "eam banks” ie ote "database" 


ah pyarabsce 
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Ten O'Cloc] Squalor=-- three=--= 


Gordon== You distmab Zen kown: Mere Moon Tech! 

FMLA NMED TO Os 
Bill R.-- I have it on good authority that Bentley ’s EOmpUREE | 2 4 
was messed up by a particular document: Gretchen's Biodata. Cente) 
We knew she didn't like computers, but thigz is going a bit far Seg ne 
I would like to see your comments {and Dick's) on Janus. 


Doug=-= PENULTIMATE is NOT,repeat, NOT a synonym for “ultimate! !g¢ei1” 
*phew* I think, also, that you can"t commiserate with yourself, 
but hell, I'm no expert on grammar. —_. 
I don’t like your notions about anging the Fan Artist Hugo, 
for several reasons. “Wouldn’t it be a better idea to have two 
Fan Artist categories? One for strict art...and another for CGar= 
toonists...% You cannot fail to be aware of the can of worms youfe 
opening when you have to define “strict art.” is, say, Mike Stein 
an artist who occasionally draws a cartoon, or a cartoonist who 
sometimes does illustrations? What sage is going to decide ques 
tions like that? And won't the all-around artist who does funny 
and unfunny stufif be at a disadvantage no matter how talented he 
is? I see no harm in awarding a Hugo for excellent work, no mat~ 
tex what “category” it’s in. 
& By the way, "stuffing" the WSPS business meeting is pretty hard, 
and of course the rules have evolved just to prevent such a move. 
Uh=="Tractor Beam?* 


Gretchen=-= "We won't be taken over by computer junkies...° 

That threat has been aired for five years now, ever since 

the founding of GT, and it's about due for its final wheeze. 
The Founding Fathers were not all computer junkies, and the 
addition of each new acybernetic or nonelectronic member has 
made the Great Digital Putsch a less likely operation on the 
Stack of History. Sure, steam, sewing, and welding techies (see 
my comments to Dave Levine above) may be a minority, but they 
will never allow themselves to be squashed by the Blinking 
Juggernaut. Variety is one of the factors that makes the group 
so much fun. 

Varley’s Wizard isquite a bit better than Titan, and very 
inventive, but IT hope the end of the trilogy Is more satisfying 
than either. 

<I don’t want to lash out at anybody about spelling and grammar-~. 
Roscoe knows you have a right to print what fou want in your 
own apazine-= but I am sickened by the prevalence of oor S. & G. 
around me, and I don’t know what to do about it. The roct is not 
merely ignorance. Trying to correct people often does no good 
because they just don’t care. I shudder when I hear someone say, 
*X¥ could care less” when he means THE SXACT OPPOSITE... has he 
never thought about the phrases he kses? It can be pretty depres 
sing. Man's Inhumanity to Language... By the way, brother Jeff 
didn’t mention this in his Pyro editorial on the subject, and f£ 
had always thought of it as a straw man, but the REX use of "Black 
English’ in education was endorsed by the NAticnal. Council of 
Teachers of English. They are a group of buffoons about as silly 
as, say, the KKK, but I fear they are in a position to do far more 
damage to the American public. JI hope not. 


Keith-=- "Yhe world needs more warm, feeling humans, not progammers. ” 
Point taken, but do you have the same bi BO SOR 8! rs 
On the other hand, fn vemos mesh meri 


Yan O'Clock Saualor-=-four 


is 


& 
a 

Bw B 
7&8 w iYri curves ang load tines Sher «.leci? £ aw not guice sure 
a § which side you would take in tiis debate, In another debai:s, 
eg «you comment to Rense,"You say techies are perceived as frive= 
a ie . lous and Doug says we are geen as ser Lous. Can you both he 
2d right?® I have an inkling of cach person's notions of his 

~” @ {thex, renee!) amh feelings abo)” fandom and the way ha of Russe 
Ais eo would like fandom :o perceive houg of her. [I wish = had nev ar 
| ag atarted that sentence. But there is worge to come. i hope 
“8% they don't get mad at. me.} To oversimplify greatly, I “would 
ae FA g say arp saath is tei fans will see hin as too serious, and 
® && Renee is afraid she'll be seen AscHHERETERGRABEER too frivolous. 
$3 te 
eo. Not in the sense of deep-seated fear, put in the sense that 
go OS this would be an undesirable thing. . There's probably enouch 
ge 8 ambiguity in er rgecs | Joe Fann's image of techiedom for 
of? each of us to find any intérpretation of it, he chooses. As 
#Se, , for me, I have very little idea how GT appears to the outside 
gud world, but I am cutious to heat comments on the subject. (Hirt, 
& beg hint...) E'm not too worried aout being frivolous or sercor, 
v partpathe but I do want to pe noticed. @ guess I'm afraid of being ignored 
ri SG altogether. This is orobably why i have to stifle myself Es : 
*O2,, reerkiting new members, wi “peg nei so hard to get vt 
vom the Hugo ballot, and why =° So gee techie panels anc 
gh & ‘< such events at cons. ’ 
& hi Badd If "sprewal" Jan't a word, 2 saght to be. Now there's 
ométS creative change én the Language. 
Eo ed 
“= ° 8 Bhal Le Your nontitles were very funny, and so was your renal cone. 

eM | Plinding obseure I. Prank Baum titles in the ‘ChUuSPA collections is 


- hardiy surprising, ma considering the incidence of flaming 1°38 
freaks in the organization. Péecer Goldmark’s autobiegraphy was 
Maverick Inventor. No, “he did not work for che Ford Motor Company. 
Asteroid bel&s should be- even more Lixely than planets, or at 
Least a lot of small jonk, suitable for seloniazation mining, 


Rgimows . 
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: hy ent 
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Cen" eS 
cso 2 should be found axound almost any ster. 
amd sot 
ofed YS 5 te i 
“te ot RY Es Jamie-~ I want to hear more o£ your com oni tisism. % is popular 
ga ~~~ Wisdem that Noreascon was too JLG » but I naven’ t heard anyhody 
eon Ss volunteering to avoid Worldcons in order tc make them smaliex. 
‘g oi o« EF enjoyed the Dead Dog night a lot because the con mewbership 
a in o t & nad shrunk to a xeasonable alue, and een yded a fair fractincn 
m Sit R Of fans E knew or might meat. Hope the Information Handbvos 
Pea : i : E 
* BEL: is out by Windycon. 
en | ; 
26 yn CP Greg-~ Joan Gribbin ia t New § Scientist, 17 duly 19802 "A less am= 
“<4 bitdous forecastexc might Haves i. yaares §o the date of the lagt 
2 Se wolar maxdmura,1969.. would tc. Ainted at major seismic troubli« 
A fees K could hawe been famous 2a no predicted the Mt. Sb. Helens 
aD Os Ao eruption. Tmoterd,...our ASS Loresagc is completely «wrong: ; 5 thez' @ is « 
wor Bing BE pt reason to expect any golar trieger to play @ part in getting off a 
& ot ‘ mator quake for poet aot AL years ox 30."Sorry FX have to cram all this 
G & ~ 4 a 2 - ‘ = 2 . . 
Oo¢Gwaue but I've Just decided te: cuk it at four pages. Thanks again for vou 
phase a3 marvelous Se and hospitality. in bostour Fermilab Lost the 3 ae 
ee OD ol 3 “ ba) 
O43 © ne 
a a3 4 > vi ernrae 
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“GROMORP RIC ALLOM 


6 October 1980 : for APA- TECH 9 ed foe thrown fogether so I'd be in this issue at all 


Ruffa, 1220" LENAPE WAY, SCOTCH PLAINS, N-J..07076 (201)-753- 9207 


The last two months have been dizzier than usual, what with a ten-day 
visit to Boston and a number of extracurricular activities here at home in 
my free time. All of this has left me without time to compose an issue of 
Q3 properly. I also just finished a long series of geosynchronous sky- 
track calculations a few days ago (really slow going on a TI-59); the result 
is that the apparent path of such a satellite is sometimes a “fiqure-eight" 
and sometimes an ellipse, depending upon the orbital parameters, Whether 
you want further details or not, you're going to get them anyway in two 
months, along with loads of other stuff, in a special end-of-the-year QS 
DOUBLE ISSUE (8 & 9). Eeekl 


With any luck, this will be my last month of night hours at the Earth 
Station. There had been soma agitation by some of the Controllers to oo 
back to fixed shifts, instead of switching between days and nights every 
month. The difficulty has been in finding a schedule that will suit every-= 
one; this, of course, is impossible. At any rate, some schedule will be 
observed at the end of this month. The last proposal had me on days and 
maybe I won't get moved. Sometime in January, I will be in Orbital Dyna- 
mics anyway (if the budget is approved), where there will be normal busie 
ness hours with alternate Fridays off (since those clowns don't have any- 
thing to do after Wednesdays), WU is bringing a professor up from Virginia 
Polytech to give an orbital mechanics “school” during Thanksgiving week. 
The company approved the money for this when they found it would be lots 
cheaper than shipping us to Hughes in Los Angeles, as they did in the past 
(and where half the class would wind up spending more time solving Hughes’ 
computer problems than learning spacecraft dynamics). I'm also taking 
intermediate~level bridge lessons on Monday evenings through a local adult 
school. Now, if someone walks up to me on the street and says, “Three’ 
Hearts", I can now immediately respond with “Three Lions" (and the part- 
nership soon settled upon a game contract in Pentacles). 


I must once again plead for help. I will be arriving at O'Hare 
around 5 PM on Thursday, October 23rd, as I would like to attend Chicago- 
thursdaynight. I am going to need a ride from the airport, a place to 
stay that night, and a way to the Hyatt on Friday. If anyone can suggest 
easy public transportation (other than yellow automobiles with dashboard 
clocks that keep time in dollars), that's fine,:too. After the convention, 
I am going down to Champaign (I believe I have a ride) to visit until Wed- 
nesday. I still have three or four spaces available in my double at the 
Hyatt; if I can get five roommates, the shares of the rent will only be 
about $13 for the weekend. My plans for future visits to the Midwest are 
becoming very indefinite. If Minicon continues to be held on Easter and 
Windycon insists on Thanksgiving (!), I simply won't be available. I do - 
have an attending membership for Denver, however... 


My reading has trailed off a bit the last couple of weeks, but of late 
I have read most of the Hoga'nominees for Best Novel and am presently half- 
way into Pohl's sequel to Gateway. I'11 have more to say about all this and 
_perhaps Clarke's previous two novelsnext time. By the way, Pohl blew it 
again (first starbows, and now this...). Rolf mentioned this to me once and 
I finally found the place in the book. As:an exereise, prove, for all inte 
gers N, that: Si? = Bi) . 

dst éat 


Two thousand and twenty-five. Big deal. 


p.2 ss MEROMORPHIC MAL-DE=mER 6 X 1980 


By the way, as a hint, the proof of the aforementioned theorem 
uses one of the sneakiest techniques in all of mathematics... 


Amazing, Omni WAS right. Cosmos made its debut on September 
28th and we are now anticipating its third segment. The program 
is being run here on both Sunday and Tuesday nights (WNET loves to 
re-broadcast its favorite Bhowe The jury is still out here; by 
the time ARA-TECH 10 rolls around, the series will be nearly com= 
plete and I'll have a fairer review. On top of this, Connections 
is being re-run, starting this Wednesday. Consequently, my expen- 
ditures on videotape were higher than anticipated this month (which 
is-another reason for not producing a QS). 


I*ll finish off with a planet map with apparent magnitudes and 

everythinge Allkcof this is to be seen in the early morning sky 
say, one to two hours before sunrise). Mercury will be separating 
From the Sun after early November and will be visible in the south- 
east, down toward the horizon from Venus, which will be high in the 
sky and six times brighter than Sirius over the next tuo months 
(putting it off the scale of map symbols). Jupiter will move in 
quite close to Saturn and remain so through most of next year. On 
the night of November 4.-— 5, there will be a celestial traffic jam 
as the waning crescent moon joins Venus, Jupiter, and Saturn in a 
region only a few degrees across (you could cover it with your fist 
held at arm’s length). Until next time, CLEAR SKIESJ (Fine thing 
to say when New Jersey is having a drought...) 
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oe Sa oe he oe Dr. Gonzo’s Ethereal Eclectica a 


; Yet anotner in the continuing saga of the exciting 
adventures of Dr. Gonzo, the fanciful self-amusements of 
Valli Hoski, originating sometimes from 62] Hull Terrace, 
#iW, Evanston IL 60202, with a phone wire address of 
(312) 492-1358, or can you believe it, a PLATO address 
of valli/iu/cerl. 

this is the installment of: this epic for: 


July/August bys) 
and is, of course, for no good reason other than habit: 


eapyr sgt (c) 1980 by Valli M. Hoski 
\ 
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Ne 


SECONDS LI SECONDS! PSECONDS ! SECONDS HISECONDS !!SECONDS! !SECOND 


I do hereby formally second the deadline proposal as 
stated in Smith’s Corona, APA~TECH 7. 


1 also hereby second the deadline proposal as anproximated 
in The Armchair Speculator, APA-IECH 7. 


SECONDS 1 !SECONDS L ISECONDS PESECONDS f ESECONDS!ESECONDS! ESECOND 


VOTE EIVOTELIVOTELIVOTELIVOTE! 


The rest is up 
to you gang!!! 
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VOTE HIVOTELIVOTEPIVOTELIVOLE!! 


SEG SE ee ee te ce te ree re re me ree nem tee tee ere cee mate mate ete te ate eer Mai eee rate toe ee mine eet ee me See lee me Gotan pet anrte nd cone ohtO Quine saan sewed oom meee 
Ate On tie ne seen ine nine tem Sean teem Sele ing Om at ott wae See ar oo Mh cnn oan wet Se wate ome Soe Mat at See Oe ow oe So ee eee TO SS eee cet ee eo 


5, fechies Dear, there =2#=5=s=== 
S an Autoclave !!!! SSS Reames sss 


Ppa Eirrselinioadeel tele ecdieiesdceete eden laced sede crdeeipes Reece Dee deere kek rene ee ae ee ea ee ea ee ee ee 


free he See oe See Se Slat ane Same meee ee eee 


Sreceentendord eters Derdntedretd 
= 


APP PP > >> >>> >> RD >dD DDD BEE EEK KCK KKK 
First This Word From X~-Cons 
POP >> >> DPD DD DODD DORD> KCK KKK LEEK 


X=Con = CommutaCon for tnis femme fen and that is all I have 
to say, except that it was excellent to see GI en masse 
again, ala Whatcon 2 weeks earlier. but it is very diffi- 
cult, almost impossible, to commute to a con and remember 

Or participate much....so | lave it to other illustrious 

ST attendees to reminisce the occasion in style..... 


After the rather disjointed attendance at Awan of 

this illustrious person, Autoclave was welcomed as 
heartily as a con-sick fan can embrace a con!! After 
arrangements for rides and rooms which were made, broken, 
madé and broken again, I was actually safely esconcedin 
the car with Barry, Marcy, Neil and Luke, with our mascot, 
tne 3 gallon container of Italian Ice. Well, the ride 

to Detroit proving as exciting as it could possibly be, 

we chose to entertain ourselves by engaging in some Py 
relatively harmless cannibalistic activities, namely eating 
our mascot. What can you say of people who are foolish 


w 


enough to have a mascot.of 3 gallons of Italian [ce on 
a not drive on a muagy day? Oh well. 


Upon arrival, my survival skills of growing up relatively 
unscathed in the city of Detroit (yes, the city, not 

the cusny burbs!!) were tested to the utmost. Before 
perusing the con suite, I was immediately enlisted to aid 
in the urgent feeding of a friend/fan. So off we go to 
Lafayette (or American) Coney [sland (I can never remember 
which) and stuff hot dogS equinped with all the accoutre~ 
ments into the hungry fan’s mouth. I[ no sooner manage 

to survive the 2 block walk back to the hotel without . 
being accousted by either men or police....when I am agaii: 
enlisted in the food search of some more fen. Long-time~nc~ 
see friends from Minppless are also in danger of starving, 
but this time so am 1, so off we go to Greektown, where | 
am able to successfully indulge myself in my fantasies 

of cheap but good Greek food. (Chicago Greektown just 
can’t match Detroit’s for that!!) And of course back. 

to the con for more conac, which is sadly lacking &T 
members, other than the scarce few present. *sigh* 


Saturday morning dawns brightly, unnoticed by me 
fortunately, but brings a call from my mother as to 

wnen I am going to visit the Nomefrontercecs»*SIGNs oe 
being in the city where your relatives are, for a con, 

can have its disadvantages. Let us skip merrily through 
the home visit that afternoon, and move right onto the 
traditional going-out-for-dinner which usually occurs. 
at one of my rare visits. Of course, lets go to Laikon’s,— 
where we always go!! Upon arrival, however, hark, 

what have we here?? Mippless fen?? Chicago fen?? 

Detroit fen?? Ohmigod, its the Autoclave non-banquet!! 
And me with my family!! Well, fen always were the 

kind of people one broght home to one’s family, right? 


well, after getting intrigued by these people and 
conversation she overhears, my mother asks to go to 

the art auction.....well, alright.....] suppose. 

After laughing at Mike Glicksohn’s buying up almost all 

of the art auction’s goods, mother proceeds on merry way 
home, leaving me to finish my conac and generally party. 
Different conversations thrughout the night follow, : - 
and then it is Sunday morning, some last minute frantic. Sy 3 
huckstering going on for all those books that [ came. 
to Autoclave for......and, reading those books on the: 
drive home and back to Chicago again. A relatively short: 
con report, but then there is still the strange reaction. =: 


ag 


AS 


N 


aK 


(usually non-fannish) at a con.... 


##t#e# Want Some Orange Dots Little Girl? #i#tit# 


im, along with the recent transfers/relocations/new jJobs/ 
Advi Vdd s/he aALZArYs of various GT memberS.e.ecees 


I am happy to say that [ am back in Orangedot Land, 
otherwise known #6 add¥¢’v¥s as PLATO. . Suffice to say 

that a change in my old station in life was expeditiously 
required, I am now more happily esconced at the University 
of Illinois, at the Medical Center in Chicago (not 
Champaign, please note). I am at the site at the College 
of Pnarmacy, in a newly decorated, air conditioned and 
carpeted WYRE /LA/LNA/AOA/OL/OCAAGHAGCLS Settings. ces. 

and do such deviant things as talk to bentley/ess and 
roper/s and other such fiends, I mean fine people out 
there in PLATQOland. I am tremendously relieved at 

being back in touch with ‘an instructional comouter 

system again, never mind that PLATO is over-estimated 

at times.....-hopefully, this is a step in the right 
direction back towards my goal of working in -educational 
computing. *sigh* itEnough of the audiovisual world for 

a good long time, waded /ford¥dr and thanks to Dick for 
his support and warm reassurances (yes, we are still 
talking to each other......wonder of wonders.....) 


>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>> Linear Singularity <<<<<<<deeeede ededd 


Deathworld Very reminiscent of the militarism and 
Irilogy conservative’s paradise of Jerry Pournelle’s 
mercenary world, Harry Harrison epitomizes 
the gambler/soldier of fortune iA Jason, his hero. Whether 
on the gambling tables or the mountaintops, the stoic, grit- 
your-~teeth~and-bear-it,non-plussed attituda of Jason is 
essential for his survival. Drawn to Pyrrus, Jason is. 
soon caught up in the battle of the settlement against 


the planet itself for survival. A strange insight. into 


the self~perpetuating and self-destructive nature of... 
pure hatred and rage underlies the final solution to the 
planet’s troubles. But Jason’s troubles catch up with © 
him in the second book of the trilogy. Just as pure hate 
was the cause of the disasters in the first book, so 

blind faith and stupid loyalty to a false sense of universal 
ethics are to blame for Jason’s troubles this time throughs 
There is lots of shoot- em- up action, surviving by~ the~ 
skin- of- your teeth, and even dancing girls. But never 
fear, Jason wins out in the end, and the final poaragraph 

of the saga proves that pragmatism indeed wins out. By 

the next turn of events, Jason has become a seasoned 
fighter, a respectable leader of a semi-respectable Lot 

of almost~polite hotheaded Pyrrans. It is now off to 

a planet deadlier than Pyrrus for its potential settlers, 
and another campaign in the grand old military style. > 
However, this planet of delights proves to be a mite more 
civilized and a mite more dangerous to Jason personally, 


despite his skills- of- ali- .ades. Harrison comments 

this time on the development of civilization, and the 

fine line between civilized barbarians and barbarous 
civilizations. At the end of this enic, we find Jason 
almost a family man, shudder, gasp, after his fine career 
of fighting all the odds. Enough of the storyline, however, 
tne technical details now bear mentioning. Through every 
adventure Jason has, he manages to raise his status and 
manage an escape by introducing some aspect of technol roy 


a 
hitherto unknown to the society. Details of weapons making 
from imoroved axes to gunpowder and steam-powered warboats, . 
all will prove fascinating in some degree to techies. 3 


And if I am ever to get this done for Rene, it is 
time for the --. = 


sese= Ego Scanners Corner ==s=== 


cleverly disguised as mailing comments on APA-TECH 7. 

An anniversary ish even, gosh wow. Gee Rene, can I 

pe an Ot Like you when I grow up (see attached frank for 
WindyApa.ssecesehinthinthinthinthint). 


MuBetan ike, your zine was gorgeous!! -A little 
dense, but still looked nice. Thanks for 
the story ret whatcon blond kid blues, sort of helped 
explain a lot of that dis jointed Storyv.sescsacce 
but I had a good time at the con, and that was all yours 
and Keith’s fault...-imagine navina a con that was jst 
one bia GY party!! Aw, *hughughughug* for it!! (Can you 
tell that | am writing this zine on PLATO?) 
If I were out in the street when the warning sirens went 
off, I’d go nuts,....hm, come to think of it, I was out 
when they went off a week ago, and [| was going nuts until 
all of us made it inside of the Duntemann residence. Just 
ask Bill H., Gretchen, Dick, et. al. how I was shaking 
like a leaf.....tornadoes terrify me. [I was not aware of 
them until I moved to Indiana, and have been petrified of. 
them and the sirens ever since then. No, I have never been 
in/around one, but I have this mental fear of them that 
can border on panic when the sirens sound. Enough said. 


see Me Of course, glad to see that you made it into 
teel “e Apa~lech again, and are feeling a little freer 
Again with your zine. Of all the cons that you have 


been to this year, I’m glad that you were able to-make it 
to KiniCon, as a LOT of peopie think that it is one of the 
better oneS.....As for my impressions, well, you had them 
in ish #7, so I won’t rehash. ke yrct met I am afraid 
that you will be disappointed in me this mailing as I only 
have one zine in Apa-lTech, and a quick one at that. I am 
trying tn get this one out, and instill interest in/paer- 
suade souls to contribute to WindyApa, and that is a LOT 
of time....but at least here is a comment!! 


Cu 


YOATUSS RAEBNC, good luck in your new residence!! 


. Incorrect Re yroet Ppoug? marriage may excuse a mul- 
thoughts titude of sins, but then not being married also 
\ seems to excuse a multitude of them too. *sigh* 
\ Caring and all that good stuff. should not stoop with marriage 2 
just because it is supposed to automatically be forever. i 
But I fear, I am getting sentimental, I must be getting ; 
on in years, or else care a lot more about someone than I 


‘ ; care to realize. Sorry that you didn’t enjoy Marcon, or 

so I gathered from your zine. I guess that I had a good 
. time, with warm weather, spring, and Columbuss but then 
id ul was there too, and that meant a lot of my favorite 


people were around.....and any time | get to sing 
benson Arizona with all of them, that is a.good and 
very warm time for me.) 


Jupiter Welcome Kevin! Apa-Tech needed someone from 

tffects out there in them Dexralb parts!! In meeting 
Gordon Garb and Kip Williams, you have come 

into Apa-Tech through some magical door that I am not 

agquainted with yet, or some magical people either. But 

someday I will know who all these names are....Re yr 

review of Farmer. After reading the first few paragraphs of 

preface/introduction to the Dark Design, where he 

states that since there are so many pages, the final 

volume of the series would be split into two parts, 

I swore that I would NEVER buy another Farmer until he 

Saw fit to finish the kiverworld saga.....well I have not 

bougnt either Dark Design nor Magic Labrynth, and will 

not. I may read Labrynth, courtesy of my local library, 

but rarmer will not get my $$ until he decently finishes 

what he began. lime for me to get off my Farmer Soapbox... 


KWIP As always, a joy to look at and laugh at and 
#2 even read! ! IN reseesVOoe sesO le oes sMGanee And 
soos se Gllipses scwe ee GllLiINSiPeseoeasWOllassae 
I nave been known to fade out occasionally.....elike at 
4200 ayem at cons......BUT then I can be stalwart and 
try and be precise and close my sentences. j There. Any 
happier? But then I ramble when I talk, so'what can [ 


say? 
omith’s In re to yr ct about grumpiness® you were 
Corona, very sunportive and kind to me when I went 


through all my rough times in April, May and 
June, and you were really quite bearable, almost nice even, 
and [ would like to thank you. I like you. (Enuff is 
enuff, I will NOT start a public debate on our relationship 
again?!) 


: tHIS SPACE Welcome, Holf. We finally needed someone 
3 FOR RENT from Michigan in this Apa!! Er, southeastern 
ri Michigan I mean....eSorry Rene and Tullio. 
7 Interesting idea for the data base, I cannot think of 
any more questions to add rignt now but wiil in the future 
whenever I think of any. As for your grandmother seeing a ’ 
a lot of changes, well, when I think of where we came 


from 1960 to 1969 and then where we didn’t ao in the TOs, 
l have severe doubts as to where the future lies. Back 
in my review/commentary on “he Right Stuff" an ish or 
two ago of APA-TECH, I made a statement about Ma and PA 
Mediocre being tne ones to settle in space. Piped in 
muzak in the airlock even, just so that we have some 
people up there!! Is that where we are Goindssces 
mediocrity in the skles?? Quick someone stop this 


mailing comment before I get tremendously depressed....argh. e 

See you next ish Rolf. $ 
3 

Uverdue Bill, [ am attempting to write this comment 

bill’s (this whole zine actually) on PLATO and let me 


complain about the terrible system reliability 
we nave nad for the last 3 days of July. *sigh* Tf can 
barely seen the letters right on this plasma screen, it is 
in such fantastically legible shape, *Sich* Such are the 
tools of the trade. What is the problem with talking 
about electronic APAS again? And will you send me a casy 
of the ChUSFA zine clease and I may even loc it 7f yoy 
CYOHLBE ME LAAE AKA. YoY YAMA. 


Singularity Congratulations on your June event, and 
lI am regretful that [ missed it. Hope 
everything went/goes well for you and enjoy life together!} 


Lasergram #1 Now that is a zine I like!l! All mailing 
comments!! Something for everyone!! . 

hee yroct me about everyone tyoesets at Datalogics....well 

now everyone seems to he using my tyoewriter!! Re yr ct me 

apout hugging velour noersonSesece JuSt look around at the 

next Wi con gathering (in cooler weather) and you’il 

tind lots of us to hug!! Re yr ct Keith about his zine 

title: he explains it in an earlier ish of APA-TECH, but 

he is nice and will be glad to explain again: I am sure, 


Unele Lave’s My, its June and flowers and new members 
Journal of the apa are busting out all over!! 


As [| have said several times before in 
these illustrious comments, welcome to the apa. [ enjoyed 
your refining gold info, which I understood amazingly 
well, which means that you have a nice gift of clarity 
for your explanations!! Yell me more!lf! what kind of 
scrap did you mean? Any metallic type or snecific metals? 
And is it hoah easy to learn how to are weld? 


Armenair First off, [ am very glad to see you on a 
opectrlator the better and cheerful side of lifel! 3 


he yr ct me about Wiscon,-well you see, 
L unfortunately have this habit of mixing my social 
and nolitical views with my immediate environment and 
qyoing off into philosophical monologues at times, just 
ask Dick. And it is very difficult for me to feel 
comfortable with or «develop close relationships. with 
people that make me feel like a second class person 


because of prejudice or sexism. And as sexism is still 
present still in various places, *gasn* even fandon, 

asking me to quietly tolerate nonsense is almost 
impossiole. You (and Gretchen) know now easilv volatile 

I am wnen I think I have been wronged. 

random is not somewhere where we will all be able to hide 
forever. If fandom and s.f. are supposed to be above 
social advocacy, what of Harry Stine and his conservative 
pro-tecnnology stance? wWhat of ST every time we go about 
bemoaning the lack of funding for WASA? What of the lists 
of pro~soace tecnnology congressmen, etc. that [I nave seen 
float through the apa before? Instead, fen should be 
laying back and just reading/writing their future fantasies 
and not nelping them come true? w#Where does the border 
between my dream of a technically advanced/better for 
mankind future and a non-biased/everyone can and should be 
everything they can be future come down? [s there/can 
there be limits drawn between hones for and ambitions for 

a technologically improved future and a humanly improved 
future (if humans ever manage to improve their nhilosophy 
or attitudes)? Don’t tell me that I[ will be able to raise 
my children on the moon, if my femme child will just hve 
cooking in a zero-gee (or .5 gee) future to Look forward 
to, while my sons will drive the starshios, or vice versa 
for that matter. I have just noticed I am up on ny Soapbox 
again, so I will cease while you are still reading this. 
But if fen are politically active for technology, [ don’t 
see now they can not be politically active in other 
important areas. If there can be S&P cons, why not 

feminist cons? 


Answer Is Gretchen, [ am glad to see vou in APATECH 

Austauscn on your own writ!! NOTE to RENE: Gretchen 
has her own zine, and is not just franking 

through Doug, so please note this CAREFULLY on your nexe 

lable of Contents!! oGretcnhen, I must say that vour zne 

really reflects your style!! For sone reason your 

expressions and laughter have managed to come tnrough 

in Austauschn.....and again, welcome lady, nope to See 

you again next ish (and mebbe Sunday niant even!!) 


Xeeos On Good to see you again Hene. Aside from 

Lickin’ that, well, I am going to try to get this 
city of Chicago involved in its own zine, 

WindyApa. *sigh* You may hear the OE Blues from me at 

a con in the near future too. Aside from that, catch 

you and the rest of the <azoo gang at Boston. He yr 

ct Keith, *sign* ne is missed nere in Chicago too. 


Sne nas Love it!! Love your title!! Also excellent 
Built... suagestions to the Chicago in 82 committee!! 

And speaking of smiles. you nave a rather nice 
one yourself, and can dance a fine step too!! Now if 


Sf can just find somewhere to steo the lioent fantastic 
at Noreascon we wili be all set!?! 


KKEKKKKRKKKKK KKK KKK KKK REKKKRKEKRA EK WIKKKAK KKKKKKKKRK 


May the stars twinkle and ether jingle til next we meet..... 


ee 


Windy Apa _ 


A. young would be editor by the mame of Valli Hoski is 
forming a new APAzine called WINDY APA for publication every 
other month. All would be contributors need to meet a few 
minor requirements, the main one being having spent one 
might in the last calendar year in the greater Chicago area. 
Yes, Virgil, Windycon counts, despite the fact that last 
year's Windyconm was an hour's drive from the city limits. 
You also need to provide our Ms. Heski with twenty copies of 
two pages worth of material for publication at LEAST every 

- other issue. Ms. Hoski clans to distribute most copies of 
her APA at the ubiquitous "Thursday Nite Meetings" where 
Chicago fen meet to swill Coke and give each other backruds. 
If you would like or need ‘home delivery", you must provide 
our dear Valli with the stamps to do so. 

Contrary to popular rumors, most of them spread by Valli 
herself, there are mo bans on convent. Just remember that 
this is an "inexperienced" editor. Be gentle. 

Contact Valli and tell her who you are for further info: 


Valli Goski 

621 Hull Terrace, Apt. #17 
Evanston, Il. 60202 

Tel #: 492-1358 


\ 


being hurriedly and scatteredly amassed for the continuing 

amusement and occasional bemusement of the membership of 
ApaTech, by Valli Hoski, who is a.metimes found at 621 Hull Terrace, 
#iW, Evanston IL 60202, or be heard through that remarkable 
electronic media which rings at (312) 492-1358. These tales are of 


September/October 1980 
are, always of course, perhaps from fancy or frivolity, 


Cupyright (c) 1980 by Valli M. Hseki 


Well, here I am, down te the wire for the deadline of this ish 
again, with a feeling of deja-vu from the last ish, Seems that I 
never made it.with either my zine or my post-mailing for ApaTech, 
go hopefully you will find an earlier Dr, Gonzo'’s preceding this 
one somewhere in this ‘uh, Apologies for delaying the m.c.s but 

tT even managed to forgot to take it to Noreascon (you want to know 
what sad is? Try listening to a zine cry that it can't go to the 
Worldcon,...guaranteed to break your fennish heart!) But, for 

all the local Chicago GT fen who kept asking, here it 5, somewhere 
in here, and onwards with this one, 


In the long break between Autoclave and Noreascon II, the worid 
was devoid of cons....and then fandom said, let there be the 
Worldcon, And fen saw that it was a good thing, and night and day 
passed, and there was much revelment and celebration, On the sixth 
day, all collapsed, male and female, dragon and unicron, ray gun 
end laser, sword and magick. 


After much deliberation, a decision not to fly found me driving cut 

to Boston, previding some amusement entertainment and company for 

Dick 3mith, who otherwise would have been on the road alone, The tale 
of the drive is simply one of many miles, tacky restaurants, long 

nours interspersed with a few diversions, and an all too brief rest 

stop in Rochester. Ah, but amazing how Niagara Falls brought out the 
vestigial child in me at midnight. The spotlights were turned off, 

the crowds had left, ran was falling, and there the falls were, The 
size never fdls to teke me by surpriss, and I approached them very 
carefully, with my feet firmly planted on the sround, and my mind 
seeking purchase on some solid object for support. Remeber that atrange 
game that babies and children play called "peek-a-boo"? Well, I. 
played thesldy¥é dd¥7¥ version by simply placing my nad over my eyes 

and slowly peeking through at the falls. Slowly I became accustomed to 
the thunder and physical immensity of the water rushing down, and even 
Managed a touristy curiosity, But still underlying it all was an awe 
and fright of anything that powerful and uncontrolied., (All right Gp 

to ecein someone else's phrase, you sure don't build them like that, yet!) 


Enove of these road tales, Coming into Mass., my heart cried out that 

I wiii live there someday, yes, I really will, *sigh® That is the part. 
of the country that I love, New England, and everyone else can have the 
midwest, west and California, just give me New Envland! Anyway. rushing 
inte che Beston Sheraton at 9:70 PM far regietration, uy fears of never 


finding the friends that I had come te the con for were immediately 
a@lleyed, As with NASFiC, within the first 15 minutes of walking into 
the con, I found friends, exchanged the first hugs of the ‘jeekend, 

and registration accomplished, It wasthen off tothe Thursday-night-in 
Chicago-In-Boston, where everyone who had ever waited to be at a Thurs. 
night, but never could manage the 100 to 1000 mile commute was there. I 
wandered eff to various and sundry parties with other friends who I had 
seen far too infrequently, after paying tribute to the Thurs. regulars. 
Of course, the inevitable crash zone, sleep, finally caught up with me 
after those hours on the road, and the brief hours of partying. 


Priday ayem found me awake and functioning at the unfannish hour of nine- 
thirty, offerring assistance in the con programming room. From this van- 
tage point, I was amazed at how organized anid efficient the infromation 
flow for the con events was, becauge even I, as a neweworldcon fan atten- 
daze, could Pind out with relative ease, who was supposed to be where and 
when with whoever olse giving some or other panel. After my few obliga- 
tory hours there, I wandered the con at will, trying to make the few pro= 
vyanning events I had wanted to actually see at the con. Ah well, dream 
foolish dreams fannish alef! I was to miss all the programming that I had 
lia Malet the best of intentions, that I would go te. Such is the way 
of fen at cons. 


Ah, but a trivial item here--Friday was my birthday, and so Noreascon was 
my present to myself, And lobeter dinner friday at Anthony's Pier was 
Dick's present to me, with the presence of another very good friend. Ah, 
lobster, friends and Boston....not much else was needed to make me happy. 
So I passed a moderate but very nice birthday evening in very food com= 
pany, and passed inte another year somewhat fannishly. For everyone else 
at the con who imew me, the devious informant of a friend of mine had 
leaked the news of my birthday to the jopster Tales for Friday. Se to 

all of you who wished me a Happy Birthday in various ways, a big hug 
fron me! *blush* And to Bill L, for being the sweetie I always knew 
you were, thanks so much for the card that reminded me that G, fen are 
my favorite of @11, and one of the favoritest is you! *hug* 


Saturday passed in 6 similiar haze of sundry fave and coneac....27 did | 
manage to accomplish something however, with meeting several members of Gp 
face-to-face (and blinkie-to-blinkie), including Jamie Hanrahan who I am 
finally :cie to put a face to, and would like to thank for calling me 

avid uidevdd dé Tor the G,, questionnaire info, as that was far above and 
beyond the call of duty, and has kept. Jeff from making threatening 
signs at my door{ And it is nice to see you smile, Jamie! 


‘He A AE Ab ADE GE AE TED Se EGE 48 48-08-00 0 AE TEE OE AB HE SE EAE 8 HE 
Qne Shot Chorale 


TLILESRS LS SELHETEAERSSEHORSREASEREREEREERS 


Here I must include that we did perform during the Kasquerade and I the-' 
roughly enjoyed singing with the various fen from all over. What I 
thought of the 10:00 AM rehearsal hour on Saturday is perhaps better left 
ungaid (as it isprobably very untechish). But I had great fun singing and 
hope that any of ‘whe happened to be in the audience enjoyed us. The 
wimier of my KOST FAVORITE AND EVERYTHING ELSE award for the Masq. goss 

to Sandy Miesel and friends for their representation of the 4 Elementals. 
*gigh* Meenificent and elaborate and utterly beautiful, Which reminds 


me, I wish you luck and fortune with yor endeavours for next year’s con 


nasquerade, Gretekent-«~ 


The -akcer size and number of people present at Noreascon began to take its 
oll on my enthusiasm and energy on Sunday, Walking into the dealers’ and 
art show reome on Sunday morning. I foumd myself perusing a few items 


and then leaving quickiy. I became very intensely uncemfortabie and 

had the feelins of being in a large barn in either room, Discouraged 
and disheartened with the con as a whole by Sunday late afternoon, 

I went off to a small sightseeing expedition in the Commons area with 

a friend, and then dinner at Legal Seafood. *sigh* Legal’s disappointed 
me greatly when then announced they were out of 1.0,1.5 and 2.0 1b 
lobsters when I tried to order same, For Shame!! Ah well, the crab legs 
I had were adequate, but not very well, Boston! But back to the Shera- 
ton for the parties of the last con night, which were bittersweet due 

te energy drain and impending departures of the next day. ‘“*sigh® I 
also learned that there just isn’t keeping some fen happy ne matter what 
one does or how hard one tries, but I guess we are all just human, and 
unfortunately, problems are the same in fannish relationships just as 
they are in non-fannish friendships, I try, I really do, but I am 

not either perfect nor able to keep perfect friendships either. Inci- 
dentally, let me say this, that this matter has nothing to do directly 
with any member of ApaTech, and so do not speculate on that please. 

This is just a very tired and frustrated lady whe cannot understand 

who some fans would iike her to be. 


Monday morning I stalwertedly dealt with dealers and biddedwith biderg 
and became the owner of some very good paperback bargains, and my 
first real piece of artwork from a con. (Yes Dick I know I still have 
that Johnson to pay you negotiables for!) And of course, the task of 
packing up belongings and friendships wes begun, Once the last 7ew 
good-byes aid hugs had been collected frem the con, which were to have 
te last a year in some long-distance friends' eases, the inevitable 
eollection and packing-in of bodies into the travelling vehicles 
occurred, It was indeed, going west...., for these fen, However, 

the tale does not end sadly, as the company of a very nice and very 
British fan named Paul Kincaid was appreckted by the rest of us on 
the way back. A very entertaining and amusing fan, Paul was headed 

to Chicago to visit for a few days, as onee you are in the US, Chicago 
sin't really all that far from Boston! Some incidental sight-seeing 
(planned and unplanned) cecurred in Ontario. Niagara Falls agein, 

and yes even at micinght! (And yes, I was frightened again,!) Hamil- 
ton saw us buying even more books if that is possible after a wordcon, | 
but where else can you find humorous pastiches on Canadian history, 

as the US doesn't find it fitto Carry Canadian books. ..*sigh* ee 
The site of the almost 1982 worldeon, RenCen, was visited in Detroit, 
as well as dinner at Detroit's Greektown (which I still like better 
than Chicago’s) at the same fannish-liked restauran at the Autoclave 
non-hotel banquet was held at, and the same location of my mother's 
first sight of fandom (see earlier Dr. Gonxo’s sine for the story!) 
And later, much later, it is Chicago, and entlapsing. End of tale, 


*sigh* What of my doings since the Worldcon? Weil, trying to get 
back into the daily work routine since we are con-less until mid-Oct. 
and just getting through as easily as possible, Sunday night 
suppers, Thursday night gateri 6, fannish almost-feuds, relationship 
maintenace, care and feeding, all what"s kept me busy. Books 

which I have reed ard will reviw later include Lhe Gods THemselves. 
Not much more that is techish, except to say that PLATO is an 
absolute bear now that the ECS crunch is on. Seems that the manu-- 
factuers promised ddivery of the AMS (memory) is going to be even 
later than originally projected or expected. So now system response 
time gets very slew between 10-4, and crashes are more frequent , 
with user numbers restricted due to the EMS eruneh. Which makes 
working on PLATO a rid&culous game of seeing how long I can use the 
system beofre J must leave so that one of our students can use it, 
end then try and log on again before another student does. fsich®. 


ene By all meane try and have a guest GTB, Ne this dees not mean I 
am volunteering, WindyApa is giving me enough apa-OEing te do 

and cemplainte te Listen teo. Ny shod, .o7¢ 2 cepy? Ten't Kageo a 

eollege town or what? That is incredible, And no, I am not mad at you, 


Deve Very nice layout! Re yr ct Mike re Dick and grapes: an orgy? We 
keep trying at Sunday nights, but it never owrka out. Oh wall. My 
zine peculiar? “*gigh® Non-teechish I will accept. But pecualir? Ido 2 
zines seeasionally because I have printed one at one place in time and : 
wieh to sdd more later, and it is silly to repro the whole thing over. . 


Donna Gosh, lady you cetainly do pick a Pandora's box te open in Apa- 
Tech? Love/being in love/leving someone all are shades of de- 
finition which sre intensely and uniquely individualistic and changable. 
But uneonditionslly, loving takes a iot of work, frustration, pain, 
eare, effort, and sven appsaring foolish at times. Semetimes it works, 
gonetimee it seems not,too, But ft is worth it, strangely enough, 


Rod No I didn't imow it was @ HQB.I.E.! But thanks, I like em anyway! 
Bill R Welcome to Evanston. Tharks for understanding about my can rep. 


Bill H So I missed your mile at Sun. night dinners and it is nice to 
have it back, there you can blush again, Ha, Dyson's beok is 
interesting, but I rot lost in it, and willhave te finish it yet. 


Doug *sigh® My stream of:consciousness may be not meant tocull anything 
from? Perhaps anymore than straight astronomical stuff 

may not he for sumeone who is not based in ths selences! But I glad 

te see you settled now. Glad to see you doing better too. The times I 

heave at moet cons, same or mt, go mostly unsaid in ApaTech, as this is. 

not a gutepill ape forme, and I will not harp on my personal difficul- | 

ties, Maybe those details may make my con reports more interesting, 1 

dunno, But I have lost some of my apa energy, but promése to do better 

next ish, with book reviewa again, even. , 


Keith Ah, it was nice to have you back again! Missed ya badly enuf in 
Chicago without you abandoning ApaTech too! Velour doesn't have 
to lose its effect over distance déyvi'¢ vid¥Yy 7¢ Y44°%, and of course 
you are appreciated, silly, did you ever doubt 1t?//Problem with me is 
that is the pressure is not frem family, rather from my fears that I am 
coming up against a biological deadline sooner than I am prepared for, 
The emotional doubts ere bad enough to cope with, without the realiza— 
tion that my enildbearing years are indeed very finite, But I am not 
rushing off and getting married or pregnant in desperation; simply having 
te deal with thee intensely personal doubts and fears.//Jish you luck 
and stability in Calif, but algo hope to see you back in the midwest 
eometime, Wish T could have been at WYestércoun with everyone else, and 
Loved your suscinet comment on midwest fen visiting the con visitine selva 


Billi L Yarning is piven: Semi Pro Musica, Sun. Dec. 21, 1980. 


Jamie Thankyouthankyou for the compliment! I am still blushing! And too ‘ 
thanks for calling about the G. Info Handbook-now Jeff can't kick 

me out! And it was very nice meeting you at Noreascon, since I dunno : 

when I will ever make it to Calif.! I eannot defend NEA at all, — : 


most of you at Windyeon, and hues to those whe 
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scones icaraomentaecten 


for APATECH #9 - October sda 


Dick Smith / 426 Custer #25 / Evanston, IL 60202 i 312-864-1618 


I will begin immediately with... 


MATL ING COMMENTS 


Cet ee i en ee eens 


for ApaTech #7 (June annish): 


GTB: You'll recall I finally did show up with a stapler at the apatech #2 
collation at Higgin's berserker; it's just that you all had started 
collating without me. I can't help it if everyone else insists on setting 
up before noon.... As I recall, I've got one of those with’ the cable tie. 
/f i've left my collection of apazines and various other farnish writings 
on the living room fleer for the Thursday Night Meeting te read, and can 
state with some authority that APATECH goes with *no* decor. dt) 4/WaAt/dt 
apadividdé /fdd / 


MuBentley: You, already know that nine~digit gzip codes don't really pinpoint 
a@ square milimeter, but just give each of us four codes of our 

very own.... I'm afraid it really doesn’t work out that way, tho, because 

in; implementation, the new code is going to be four digits tacked onto the 

existing five. I know there are zipcode areas where there are more than 

ten thousand people already: you might not even get your ow! // I hear that 

ADA (the computer language that the government thinks is the "next supergosh 

language") is for shit. It's PASCAL based becaese PASCAL has got alot of very 

favorable publicity among the sort of higher-ups who make final decisions 

without really knowing anything. (Nothing against PASCAL here per se, but 


just read the hype in the hobby mags...) I'm told they took ali the awkwardness 


in the PASCAL syntax and removed all the power. Let's be realistic, Mike; 
do you really expect the Defense Department to design a superienguage? I've 
heard these bad things from people whos opinions I trust... I haven't time 
at the moment to study anything more than the glossy flyers that come in the 
mail promoting ADA as the next miracle language (that's right, folks, just 
like PL/1...?) // I don't care much for the description of the P5 processor 
which I presume you quote pretty directly from Inte} literature/promo. The 
P5 is the one that runs ADA code ‘directly’. I suspect what this really 
means is that is is a processor that is. a stack oriented machine designed 
with an instruction set that ADA translates into easily; in otherwords, it's 
another Microengine type processor. Nothing wrong with that, but why not 

be acurate instead of the marketing hype. It's silly to talk about executing 
the sourcecode directly like a wired-in interpretive basic BASIC; they muat 
mean pseudo-code. Of course, the multi-processor hooks in the machine are 
nice. (Speaking of pseudo-code, did you notice that there are several other 
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(MuBentiey...) languages implemented for the P-machine. If this P5 thing 

is anything like the PASCAL-P, there will be other languages running on it 
six months after release. For that matter, for all we know, it's a goddamn 
superset of P-code. // That portable satellite ground station is probably 
for real... for $12,500 yow can order a r¢al one installed in your back yard 
from the American Zépfddd Excess Xmas catalog. It's just before the $85K 
gold-plated custom car,, 


Donna: Um, yes, time WILL determine. More on this later. // An example of 

‘define the universe, give three examples" that works is 'the ring 
of subatomic particles modulo 37'. See, it threw ya, huh, huh... oh, you 
don't get it. Ask Higgins? // yet Doug: I try to put off writing my next 
zine for a while after I receive the apa... 1 like to try to include some 
fresh news. Also, I have several other zines to write. 


Misha: Couldn't you, for §500, reserve a space in the shuttle for an exper~ 
imental package to test, say, human reproduction in freefall...? No? 
Playboy already tried to book the whele shuttle, but Jimmy overruled it?! 


Marty: Now that you're getting used to us, someone had better tell you that 
a trufan never goes to programming at cons. NEVER! (Unless maybe 
soneone he knows 1s getting pie‘ed or something silly or messy like that.) 
fi I never bothered with a name for the side software work I do... it just 
isn't worth the time or money to file the papers. Or aren't you serious? // 
My first FORTRAN book used the chest of drawers for single-dimensioned arrays. 
The postal pigeon-hole rack or streets&avenuse are the standard examples for 
arrays of higher dimensionality. 


Valli: Gosh! A DL typeset zine... I didn't realize how far back this ish 
went. See why I like monthly apae...? 


Kevin: Belated welcome. // Earthquakes: clearly, a major quake (we'll define 

it as the size of the '06 quake) would be devastating. Just as 
clearly, there is no way to prepare for it given the current state of California 
life. Soe it will kill lots when it comes. I can't see anything against 1982, 
and it agrees with several psychics, besides. 


KWip: At least we aren't being deluged with requests for money in this apa. // 
yet GTB: I don't know how Renee can have so much trouble finding a 
cheap place to xerox. Isn't Kazoo a college town, after all. There's no 
shortage of 4¢ xerox in the Cincago area. // yet BillL: about pens in '1973' 
not leaking: The Detroit in '82 committee gave out pens with (of course) 
‘Detroit in '82' printed on them. They leaked... in about ten minutes... 
for anyone. I have a pair of pants that are permanently spotted with Detroit 
ink. I voted for them anyway, tho. // yet Doug re ditto: the Master Monster? 
Don't you mean Roscoe? He's the beaver-like fellow who causes double~feeds 
when he flies overhead...7. cs 


Rod: No, you can't mean to be an amateur writer... it's those damn editors 
that will make you (or maybe not) into an amateur... you set out to be 

a pro, I hope. // Interesting synopsis... I'm impressed with the possibilities. 

Do you expect to write about the past exploits, or jest bring them out 

(somehow) when writing about the future events? // Yes, Kodak copiers do a 

really nice job on photos... I think I bragged about the one at DEC in these 

pages way back when I worked for them. // I found out about Snits when I 
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(Rod...) Bought The Awful Green Things... which is beth fun & funny. 1 
think they were is the other games other people have named first, the. // 
It's ok to have an odd number of paces if you Smust*® use a tne~sided copier 
like fhe one you've been using. The reason for the prejudice against odd 
paged zines is the terrible BLANK PAGE at the end. People whe have these 
awful things call them “esthetic white space", but that's all just crap. 


Me:. Well, this ish isn’t automated... it would have tc be dot matrix if it 
were, altho I'm evaluating letter-quality ovrinters for possible purchase 
at work. Probably the NEC.... /f 1 sure made alot of typos. 


— Rolés Another belated welcome. // The questions database system sounds pretty 

good when applied te SF. but won’t mrite do for ny Iibrary. Tf think many 
of your sample questi#i% are mutua;;y exclusive... that reduces the number of 
possible encedinges for 4 given work far below 2**32.... Other possible questions: 
“Does good triumph over evil? Is the sciencé accurate? or reasorable? is the 
story/novel part of a series? ‘las the series been finished yet?" 


PALIR: You, too! Thank ghod your last name starts with a different initial. 
It would be a réal pain to have to spell them all out. // Mostly RAEBNC. 


Valli again: There were no techies at the Semipro Musica Concert. Shame on 
them! // get S4L1L: The homebrewar who has build their own 

trapplepet computer cai probably homebrew the sortware te interface to the 

electronic apa if the original designers remember to consider compatability 

with him at the start of their design... of course he Joesn't realiy have time 

to do it, and so he joins the apa 6 months late if at all, but then he probably 

built the damn thing far the pleasure of building it, anyway, rather than to get 

use from it. // yet me: swwww, common, Hoski, where do you think all those 

Meskiinites come from except Clement... NOW will you read the stuff. (1 know, 

Y know, you finally did cuy some....) 


Steve: I Like the robot contro] UART design... now, if you just pick the 

eontrol functioas so that the ascii letter they equate to is mnemonic, 
we can all run your robot from APPLE~basic. 1 know you probably assigned a 
function to each bit, like a good hardware type, but thet doesn’t allow a 
true no-hardware-at-all programmer to run it. Doncha know that hardware is 
supposed to buckle under for the convenience of software? // So that's what 
happened to that frisbee I -lost. 


Davel.: Another welcome yet. // Yes, please index cartoons in the Pyre index 
you're doing. // I'd heard that ApaDavid was defunct? // yct BiliL re 
electronic apas: Learn te steal time from your university system. It's the 
best way to lean alot whout an operating system's internals. Study old core 
dumps from the recycle bin, anything... read manuale like crazy. // yct BillH 
‘re ct me about hot water for Ishercon using the powerdog method: To keep from 
overloading the powerlines for just one weskend, I suggest that Tullio build 
a giant capacitor in the attic using gum wrapper foil and candle wax. It can 
charge up all summer for the hot water shortage. It would double as insulation, 
too, and therefore be deducteable under the President’s Energy Boondoggle. 


DaveP: They all joined this ish, didn't they. // I quoted your comment 

about everyone in The Empire Strikes.... in another apa. It was much 
appreciated, even by non-techies. // I'11 pass on the gold... most of the 
ingredients are deadly. 


Doug: Dinner wine spoils quickly if not consumed, so I suggest that a good 
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(Doug...) dinner. wine is more Like Joyce Scrivner's neighborhood: red, aged, ° 
and drunk. I always liked red wine with dinner, anyway. // yct BillL about the 
electronic apae being like ham radio with regard to the developed interest in 
the media rather than the message transmitted may well be correct. Then again, 
look how much fans #42K write about their repro. // A small example: Bill 
Colcher, now in a state of utter gafiation, has set up an "Apple Bulletin Board = 
System" at the computer store where he works. He tried to write about SF on 2 
it, but hasn't drawn any response. I can tell by his comments that he's not 

real excited with what is written on it. ((For the record, the phone number is 

312-941-9009 after 6PM Chicago time... you didn't get it from me!)) // yet Valli: 

If fandom shouldn't advocate causes like feminism, what business has it in 

support of space colonization or nuclear power or anything. Actually, fandom 

doesn’t advocate anything... individual fans do, and their opinions don't have 

to be mine or yours. If, however, the feminists are supposed to keep quiet, 

then kindly cease talking about space programs which might possibly be imple- 

mented... just stay with the fictional stuff, please. 


Gretchen: Would you reprint the ad, please. I might need someone like Doug 
someday. Ghed knows why, tho. // I like tarot cards even if there 

isn't any way they can work. I'm glad the Fanftddy/@hdvdddd Tarot Deck has 

stirred up even more interest. I wish the three of swords didn't come up so often, 

the. : 


Renee: yet me re Isher guns: Of course I can call your stuff toys even if it 

costs $2004; home computers are often toys... and consider radio controlled 
airplanes or anything like that. // Let's now get started about discrimination 
against female persons in THIS apa, too. It'll just sound like a bunch of 
Duntemann editorials, aayway, and you know no one wants that! 


BILL: yet Greg shout Hollywood explaining the plot of the film on the sides of 
the spaceships: Isn't that what they donnow? I mean, they make the 

plastic fake spaceships out of old 8202 models & old tanks & stuff: if you go to 

the film with dgpdé¥d/diddddd binoculars, you can barely make them out... To ma, 

this all symbolizes the JUNK that tedays films use for pict! // Hogan is probably 

too un~-bad for the Kilgore... his piocting is only crummy, not the wretched 

horrible intolerable that the Kilgore should be awarded for. // your proposal 

to Chicon: Its not enough reason te vote for the turkeys, but they've won 

now, se shut up Dick.... I wonder if this sort of thing will get forgotten 

now that the election has been won... they've got alot to do between now & 

the con. I like FIAWOL (of your proposals) since the message is suitably cryptic 

and will not attract mundanes. 


Jamie p/m: I way have helped push the abrev's. You need them if you're trying 

to comment on every zine in a 100 page apa. And i'm in bigger ones 
and developing bad habits, I guess. I just can't see wasting twice the space 
with “about your comment to Jamie about lazers" (40 chars) when I can say the 
same thing with "yct Jamie re lazers" (19 chars) and g0 on to the important stuff! 
I dontt really mind typing the longer version (I touch type, sortof), but can't 
see wasting the whole line on intro stuff that gets repeated in EVERY mailing 
comment. // Rotsler's Ruler: Doesn't #7 contradict #8 in part... my personal 
opinion is that I like the funny ones (at least the ones that actually get to = 
the stage (both meanings) where I can gee them) the best. // Someone has explained, 
I think, that FNORD comes from the Iliuminati trilogy by Wilson & Shea, I think. 
I'd recommend them, but with a warning that , that they are non-techish. If you 
haven't seen comments about Illuminatus before, you don't read the same fan 
writing that I do... it's all over! 
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Gree p/m: Mostly RAEBNC. The Niver. cartoons are pleasent. ‘Toc bad they didn't make 
it in time for Whathy¥é#Con. 


Gordon p/m: PLUGH! I think I already commented on most of this stuff in another 

apa... I renain impressed with the COA flyer. Everything's working 
out ok, isn't it? // And what the heck has happened to the Denver bid, now that 
you're there... has it all gone to hell like we've heard? Are you helping mess 
things up?? Can you get us a non-contradictcry report??? 


for Apatech #8 (August): 


Cover: Yes, anyone (says Mister Higgins) can draw a banderenatch, but who but Doug 
would draw one that's made up for the next showing of Recky Horror...? 


GTB: I vote yes on my proposal. Reasons: I want the deadline to be relatively fixed: 
I want to use the otherwise silly grace period to shift the deadiine away from 

the beginning of the month when I have another deadline; I want the apa back to me 

in the shortest reasonable time. 


DaveL: Please send (or publish here) a copy of the SelecTV decoder circuit. This 
is important, because these things are going te be illegal real seon now, 
so if you don't find out about them now, you NEVER find out. // yet Bentley re ct 
me re orgy: I was at that panel (if you weren't, it was the Tucker fanhistory panel 
at MarCon '79), too. // yet Keven: I ship UPS, toc. Renee doesn't seem to have 
any problem receiving it; maybe because someone is often home at Isher during the 
day. // yet me: If electrolysis of water followed by heating more with the liberated 
hydrogen can heat water cheaper than natural gas, then something is badly wroug with 
the price structure... how do you think they make electricity.... // You haven't 
seen the FNORD's because you *can't* see them. Read the Illuminatus trilegy by 
Wilson & Shea. It might make sense after that. 


Donna: yct Renee re ct me: Isn't fandom all there is te Ife (at leasc all there 

is that's important)? If not, I'm act sure I want to be disiliusioned.... 
/f yet BLLIH: I wouldn't worry. about putdowns ede people whose advice you aren‘t 
trying to use anyway. That doesn't mean that you're and the putter-down is wrong. 
But don’t worry... you'll find out who's right on. only thru perilous strugglies.... // 
Sort of bitter... well, I suppose you could be even more direct about it, but that’s 
considered impolite, especialiy around techies. I suppose this way gets it cut in 
the open as well as anything. 


Rod: yet masedrivers: I see one problem with the solenoid & dénut-bucket idea, 
namely, that you have to run all the power & control cabling in from one 

end. J think that end gete a Little crowded, but maybe it works. I assume the 

advantages to be gained are simplifications in the magnets or something. // Jugger- 

naught: YUM! I like it. 


Rolf: 16K is plenty of memory for a bridge program. DECUS (the DEC users’ group) 
‘was circulating a FORTRAN scrabble program that could beat me without any 


problems... of course it knew its dictionary by heart. It was fast, too. I'11 
try to find it again. 


Gordon: Sad yo miss Bubonicon, but of course it's way in the wrong part of the > 
country. // The VAX is nice, isn’t it, altho the DEC operating system isn't 

the greatest. Lost of people in this apa don't understand what makes a REAL computor. 

LAVA] ABhLAG/ 24 deh 1HA/Y ENA OE MLEM LORE ATAEAA$ / LAA AT T4d { // By the way, the "FROBIN" 


project is another code name for ZORK. 


ts 


qe 
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(Reith...) card, Jf only for internal job cost puxvposes. I've never managed to avoid 
then, much as I dislike trying to justify my working tasks down to individual jobs. 
At both DEC & B&H, my manager fills out the same dama form that I do, and so does 

his manager. // Valli finally learaed to drive wy manual transmission cax on the 

way back from Boston. Bafore that, she could, with ceaching, get if going enough to 
dcive on the freeway, buc that's all. Sow she does fine. It just takes a bit of 
practice. // About taxes: you think you've got it bad, you should see mine...! // 

I vemember when Dijkstra wae at Wisconsin, BORING! Just as bad as kis writing. 


peste ee 


BLUIL pfu: I think "p/m" stands for. prrenailing here. // yet Donna: I make notes on 
_ seratch paper sbout what LT want in the next gine. The typer is too busy 
to leave papar in it. There is, however, always Lloce ef paper sitcing sear the ¢. 
typer, tho, so I can make actes whenever T want. // 1711 stop complaining about 
various peoples images iff they explain why one should have an announced public 
image that really doesn’t quice represent what they are actually Uike. That's 
why T usually bitch (or whatever) about images. // yet me: ADVENTURE is the original 
FRP puzzle/game done by Willie Crowther & Dow Yoods at Stanford 4.3. The idea 
is to solve the puzgaie, realiv, vacher than just fantasize. The game 1a esseatially 
the same each time it is played, and the player learns the mage better uatil he can 
get *ALL* the points and he « “erandwaster”, at which cime he is DONE. (1 under~ 
stand this situation, because i'm a grandmastec and don’t play anymore. < know the 
maze by heart!) ZORK was dowe later at MIT. It's much larger, aml the puzzle is 
full of computer & MIT injokes. Other than thet, the idea is the came. Both games 
have input routines which accept a (very swalll subset of English as the commands 
to the game. They are both essentially self-documenctine: there is no instructions 
except the game. itself, You must learn whet the valid commands (ie. the words it 
kmows) by experimenting.. // yet GTB: Renee, you want zines for ApaTech sent in 
UNeolated, correct? When I prenolate (which wost of the other apae I'm in prefer), 
fo try to get the staple either very high or very lew, and always as closs to the adge 
as possible. That way it’s out of the way for the staples that the CE is goiag te 
add, and isn’t torn because the OF's staples are farther in than it. // vet Doug 
ve electronic apae: If the user of the ana has te build or srogram his home syste, 
then there's a good chance that the apa WIE devenerate tato diseussions about the 
ecouputer instead of the ‘official’ tepice (whatever) of the apa. Tf, like the PLATO 
system, any schmuck can walk up avd use the dann thice, then it's likely to stay or 
subject. Hoski spends ali her time at work becween “term TALK" and various note- 
files, so that there is some. proof. that the eyscem works.... She doesn't access 
notefiles on computers er anything. Like that; her faverite one is =pervert=. So 
it goes. // yet colonization: You're right about making plows out of unrefined 
crude iron. Recall the Chinese Hdvid/Sdildfédfodvddy Backyard Ironworks movenent 
which was scrapped when they. feund out how lew quality the iron was. it's good 
for little except simple ¢dddings forgings Like plows, Of ceurse, you've got to 
find someone who can train your blacksmiths.... // I'm typing at this very moment. 
(long before YOU pet toe see this, of cowrse} on a correcting selectric, and I don't 
know how that's suppose? to he an advantage. Remember, I'u typing on ditto masters. 
it's just cne more butten to hit at the wrong time. 


Greg p/m: Another premaiiing.. Comeon, Renee. // Your numbers are pleasant, if 
useless, T'll believe the gillion-sepe ish when I see the Post Office 
manage to deliver it. // fugleman (Jebster’s 7th New Collegiate): a trained soldier 
formerly posted in front of a line of men at drill to serve as a model for thelr 
excersises. // I voted against the deadline extension, tom, But everyone else 
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(Greg...) seems to have voted for it, those gdvkidd févkidd turkeys. I think it 
will get straightened out now. // yet MuBetan about repro: I did @ biueprint cover 
recently for another apa. I hand-coloured part (one bit) of it, too. The way to 
get color repor is with DITTO. Glad it's good for something. / / yet Ryip: there's 
a Keith Emerson piece that requires plucking & stroking che strings inside a grand 
piano as you press the keys, alao. I think you'll have to take nag 8 out of the 
key signature of your example irrationai music, as a a player plano can only play the 
same notes that others can. Irrational times, ok. /. 


Jamie p/m: yet Kip: Net only has he ecrawled two zinee so far for ApaTech, but 
he does one EVERY MONTH in another apa I'm in together. ({1I hope the 
drop for Kip in the last ToC is an error, or will be changed...)) // What the hell 
is Elfquest? // 1'm not expecting much from the Gl Information Handbook, but why 
not try to get it out anyway. I sent my form back the day it arrived. We'll see. 


~— em 


UPCOMING: There's just an amazing amount of conac going on in the midwest for 

October & November. There's Octocon, Windycon, Kingeon, Icon, Confusion, 
rest, and Chanbanacon, That's seven-in-~a-row less one. I don't know yet where I'11 
he, except thet I'm almost certain to he at WindyCon, but not in the hotel so I can 
save for the reset (well, some of the rest, anyway). After that is the big December 
break, but there will be ancther ish by them. , 


Techish stuff: 1 haven't gotten farther with interfacing the Twonky (my 16-ton 

antique computer terminal to the rest of wy system than removing 
the old electronics and mounting the Vectorboard that I'm geing to baild the logic 
on. Somehow there always are more pressing things to cdo. 


I got the cireuit for the "Iwilite Zone" annoyatron built on breadboard, and haven't 
got 1t transferred to an enclosure yet. it's disgusting tho; makes the noise just 
like it should. It's CMOS except for the speaker amp power transistor, and would 
run forever if you didn’ t have to hear it. As it is, the Gvolt battery ts gone in 
about ‘3jghour . Beh aes rae 


I just got a glossy flyer on the VOTRAX speach synthesizer-on~-a-chip which is claimed 
to be Just as good as their older, discrete units, and cost $12 in hundred quantity. 
There is some interest in the unit (for real products, dammit!) here at B&H, so I'll 
be trying to get some samples. So far, it seems like Votrax doesn’t want to sell 
any in small quantities unless the order includes a $5000 "development" system. I 
don't know of this is to ward off the hobby market, or whether they are just trying 
to let the larger customers get started first. I don’t like it, tho, since the adds 
claim that there is a hundreds price... I'l] be yelling at their marketing trying 

to get ten units during the next couple months. 


I still have my account on Micronet. Is anyone else vaing either ef the two (or is 
there another one I've missed) hobby network syatems. Should we be talking about 
using these systems to switch messages (that's the online apa...) or transferring 
files or something? I don't use mine much right now. As far as I can tell, they 
are still mostly full of game players. i eer 
P.8. on votrax: the chip is CMOS, and is claimed to draw 7ma. That means you can 
finally build a "30-second bomb" with it! Or anything else po¢table! I've got to 
get several.... 


tay Vd ty 
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Lazers: 
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Tirade AgALA EH Adout Techies 


CQ'1i do anything, almesz, to get 2 point scroge. Tf that 
-scares you, you cam stop reading new. I knew you’re really 
, quite brave, ae 235 # 


There shouldn't be atyone in this apa who hasn't heard the recent diseusstens 


- about the interaction betweea lazers & cons. I am happy that this issue has blow: 


up as much as it has; I’m eencerned that GT has gone a long way with this iasue 
without looking where it was going. 


For me, the whole thing started at Minicon two years ago. Todd's basebailbat/iaser 
had just been finished, and £ was part of a group hoping te see a demonstration. 
Someone (I don't remember who) had gone to alot of trouble to plant reflectors on 
several nearby buildings; the group wanted to shine the lazer out the windows of 
the con suite to show off where the reflectors had been planted. As I remember, 

a single individual, represeating itself as part of the concom, told the grows that 
thie was undesirable, and not to be perestted, and the demo quietiy moved eisevhars 
to succesaful completion, 


The big controversy. started. (again) at Minicon, one year ago. GT uembers (and 
others) had had problems with “weapons” before, but never to the extent thet 
proceeded to provoke an angry discussion at the GT meeting at Minicom. A com rule 
required all weapons be "peace bonded", which usually means tied to the tolster or 
to the user's belt. The SCA. pecple claim thet this practice goes back to efviliged 
areas in thef7? middle ages. Several. things happened at Minicon: people with lagers 
were asked (not nicely, either) to remove them: an overly eager security person 
tried to restrict even lucite “rayguns" with xmas tree. bulbe in them; there were 
problems with SCA-type weapons, too. MaryLynnm used the fanac room to produce a 
nasty flyer claiming that leseres (at least GT lagers) can be shone into peoples’ 
eyes safely. 


The fight continues... 
Captain Al runa an editerial in Pyro 24 2h that drawe response 
from otherwise friendly ovtsidera; even more lettere and another editorial in Pyro 


“25 and beyond. The didddddidd argument continues at the worldcon. Jeff Duntemann , 


cornered by half the Cult (at the Cult Seance), none of whom will agree with him 
that techies have a right to carry Lazers to cons, retreats to the techie parcy 
where the gathered membership wearily sings "We Shall Overcome" to calm him dewa! 


It has gotten pretty silly’ Dick's opinione: 


1) Yelling does no good. Tirades may get notice internal to GT, but to outsiders 
they just make GT look like a bunch of juveniles. Many other fans already 
seem to have difficulty relating to GT and ite strange activities; it is essay 
to alienate them. 


2) Statements that “lazers are safe" ave lies. GT's collection of lagera ‘te 
growing, and the output power of the units has increased steadily. Every true 
techie wants a better (read bigger) lazer than that which hae gone before. 


3) "Techies are responsibie (even when other fans aren't)" is also aite. The 
mob list now hae over 100 names; who can vouch for them all? And the faverite 
_ method o! of showing off the lasers hae been (to my observation) te shine them 
just above other peoples’ eyes... one slip, and.oc. 
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4) Techies are probably using their lezers illegally. This wouldn't be very 
important if there weren't already problems. Even Todd's otherwise beautiful 
lazer doesn't meet the HEW requirerents (as they have been explained to me) 
unless he wears a "LAZER in operation" Tehirt. Most of the units lack the 
vequired key~-lock. 


5) Concoms probably have the right to do as they please. While they may be morally 
obligated to advertise restrictions in advance, they are the ones doing the work 
to make the con function, and they take the problems from the hotel. and other 
muindanes., For this, they have earned the priviledge of being nasty about 
weapons If they feel like it. Unfcrtunately for the bulk of the members of 
GT, the cons that might choose to ban weapons are not simply te be avoided; 
there may be three cons per week in this country, but not all of them are both | 
afordably close and populated with friends. At best, however, adrent objectors 
to concom regulations may expect tc have their registration - money returned, 
accompanied by words such as "good riddance" or maybe even "get lost". Minicon 
in particuler has already decided that it is too big: its organizers wouldn't 
mind driving away 50 people. 


6) “Plastic rayguns" are a separate tssue. I can understand why a concom wight 
cheese to ban or control such devices as those which burn, make a loud noise or 
& bad emell, have a sharp point, ox resenble a real weapon sufficiently to 
fool a hovel desk clerk or a bank teller. I can understand the same restrictions 
on "flash guns" as on photoflash equipment. I fail, however, to see what the 
point of controlling Isher-type blasters is. I will defend the concoms right 
ta do so if they (for whatever stupid reason} choose to do so. 


7) In general, relations with mundane authority (like the POLICE) are to be avoided. 
To thie end, a raygun “user” has «ac business wearing that raygun to dinner, if 
that dinner takes him out where he mixes with large numbers of mundanes. For 
the same reasens, it behoves concoss & con hetels to do everything possible to 
reduce the number of outsiders who might be shocked. This doesn't juet apply 
to rayguns, but rather to almost any fannish (strange to mundanes) activity 
(eg. backrubs). Some conventions ,bave difficulty with thie; Minicon’ s hotel 
adjoins a public shopping mall. 


There have been several statements (both to GT & the outside) that a lazer sefety 
manual is in preparation. J“‘will belfeve thie when I see it. Even if it is 
completed, I doubt its effectiveness. It's not clear how a conmcem can examine 2 
given lazer to determine, for example, what power level its output has. It*e less 
clear what members of GI will de when the concom uses the decument to find. ovt 
what the law fis, and attempts to enforce it. 


Unfortunately for the lazer-carrying members of GT, the law is probably about as 
friendly as most concoma are going to get. There have been incidents with sdged- 
weapons already that have involved people either getting injured or barely escaping 
from Lt; concoms must, for their own sefety against leweuits, exert more controls. 
GT will probably lose on the lazer issue. 
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CCI really will de anything just for the point... ov even without it. 
Even mispeli “LASER” for a whole page or two, just because it's too 
late to be typing or some similar exeuse.)) 


Sex: 

“T was at the collating party where the phrase "techies have no sex" was fire 
written down: in vetrospect, while this may indeed be a wise generalization, ae 
statement does seem to be in error. I've been associated with GT & techies for 
about two years, and in that: time, I have been able to observe techies in their 
native environment. I suspect that sex "among the techies" is definately not 
non-existant; it doea, however, take on atrange forms compared te farnigh norma. 


Some ¥4¥ observatione (no names, so don't take it persgonally....): 


4) Techies aren't sure how to deal with gex in public. Rather like the mundane 


eommunity, they are quite secretive about it. Many fans are much more open 
than techies are, but I’m not sure that this isn't simply peliteness (en the 
part of the techies) vhich somehow escapes fandom as a whole. 


2) GT is even more biaged «han most of fandom in regard to lack of females. The 
vdjévity wale reaction (s the traditional fannish one: ignore the problen, 
mostly, without (I believe) reducing the ydivé worth of the minority & the 
friendships with them. The fannish tradition seems to have put femnefen on 
some sort of pedestal: this has diminished es the retic of females to males 
became more normalised. In GT, this pedietal still exists, asd the occupants 
thereof appear willing to oceupy it. I suppose I'm just jealous. 


3) Some things I just don’: understand.... There's a person who went around a con 
telling other female techies that her male friend was horny, or some ching 
like that, and asking if they would Mike to sleep with him. I was told that 
similar things had occurred before, and that it wesn't a joke. No male techie 
would admit to being horny; this seems to be an unwritten rule. 


4) Vhere are several males whe seem to correspond mostly with females. (i's 
one of them, before you start guessing who I mean....) I can't tell if this 
is becauge most of their strong relationships sre setual, or whether thia: 
18 just bad hebite left over from a time in their development when their 
velationships weee so. I don't know of any females who are quite as Hdd 
tiased, but maybe i can’t tell. 


Drugs & other evil stuff: : 
it’s interesting Way many of us cringe when someone talike 
about something which ia illegal. Even telephones or computer time theft or other 
relatively mild stvff. It's surprising how doesn't cringe when confronted with 
the possibility that all the lasers ere illegal. 


Most techies cringe (well, naybe jast lock away) in the presence of alcohol and 
other drugs. I suppose thac's fine. Somehow, I should be about to dig¢i17 
extract some wiedom from that, but I'Ll leave it to you. 


Fanac = 

Why does everyone grimace vhen they hear chat I'm in six apas & that Valli 
is tn about the same number. I dowbt that the entire membership of GT is younger 
then I am (altho I won't supply the date for you to compare), but you all seem to 
be “wid kids" in some sense. Maybe thet's too strong; I suppose that I feel extra- 
strongly about the visual media (that's extra-against) compared to mont of CT. 
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(Cana...) It’s not that I dida't like The daplnel. seeikessse: (that dove beat 
employment in Britain?!), atthe i dida't, but rather that it didn't teally seen 
important. 


Perhaps one reason the non-techish fans don't seem to understand us & the things 

we want to do around them is that we den't participate (as much) at; the fannish 

writing side of things. I don't knew. We appear about as related to ordinary 

eae fans as those SCA people we keep insulting.... 

Ditto ‘s 

me, Multicolor. 
ZT can +L: nk 

of no other 
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More techish stuff & filler: Ot cata 


Car: i just finished a major job of werk on my car: brake job, new wheel bearing, 

vazious other parts in the rear end. I learned alot doing this work, and 
ealy cuined about $15 worth of parte ir. the process. The total labor involved 
woald have been about a day at mechanics rates, or a savings of $150 or so. I 
also now understand what is going on, end can trust my diagnosis in the future. 
Make that $300, a mechanic would have missed the bad bearing & cost me another 
day’s work in 3 months when it failed. 


DEC: Z understend that DEC juat announced the "COMET" model VAX which I discussed 
back in (I think) issue #2 or so. No surprises except it is late as usual 

for DEC. I'm stili working on B&H's 11/03 & 11/23"s... we discovered by experiment 

that the 11/23 will rem DEC's RSTS operating aystem (which they don’t support on 

it yet.)3 I haven't managed to get a unix disk driver for the hardware we have, 

eo I haven'¢ tried it. 


Other hardware: Notice the ads in the hobby zines for daisywheel printers in the 

$1900 range. Radio Shit has just announced a unit for its new 
line in that same price range or a bit higher. I suspect thet there will be much 
more competition in this area in the next year or so. That's good, because I 
WANT ONEITI! 


Goverment work: My boss & a couple of us are at work designing an ¥8 based floppy 
disk controller. The actual FOC part is the NEC uPD765 controller, 

which ie s really nice part. Why F8's, you ask? Because we use them for hardware 

control around the department and they are a throwaway unit. My boss has a multi- 

processor system at home already, and thinks that I should get more interested in 

F8's go that I can write the disk operating system... I suppose I might, too, if 

I end up with a 64kbyte system by sce Arenes Anyone else interested in Fas? I 

doubt it.oce : 


Chicon: I think most of you know that I backed Detroit. I'll save most of my 
complaining for some other pr dirstis Come to WindyCon (most of you will...) 
and see how the hotel is. 


Mise: I'iL probably be at ICon & ConCls ave. Paid already for Chambana. If wish 
Kip hadn't quit, az I really iihed his stuff; I got to see it in Slanapa 
es well, but that wasn't enough. Maybe I should effer to do ditto for him? © 
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